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After having henrd the eccuzations, the statements end the defence o

the two partiss &nd exualned entirely al) the dosuments of the cas: tha Coust

deliberated.

The ezcused eml Lheir counsel plead not guilty =nd denand acquittel.
But ss in t.'ns bills af’ ‘Ill"lpl-sqf of the 3rd, 20tk =nd 22nd ley end 9th, 10th
and 25th Juna 133;;‘{! e prugonulion comaits to ithe reapons i'hilit.:r of the moral

person of the Comnitlon o® Unjon & I'rogruss, discolved, many chargas end erius

and deponds that it be coanlited For trisd, that 1% stand for arrefgumsnt as

being the perpetretors of Lhegs ccimes, the members of the generel councal whe

personify this morel porenn es well as thoir punishment, it has been Jjudged
necessary to study the cong of the said Socicty.

In consequenen, (ho feete and acts which have followed the ingtituts

_-of this Society have been punctiliously examined, The intentions and the sct:

ﬂf certein persons, inanirnd by patriotic reqiings and belonging to the time
enterior to ﬂ'ﬂ changs of rogime staying still concealed only the acts having
taken Phﬂﬂ openly aftor this tise are summed up as follows 3

= Th& Ottomanas, t)lrating for freedom and justice, considered that th
Hﬂtivenﬂas which took plany on the pountuins of Reznf, on 9th July g_ﬂ:fu %

source of liberty and a ¢If{ from heaven, and acquired the firm belisf that 4

constituted the only »omwly capsble of healing the wounas upnna_d Ly tyrenny o

Coppresuion.  In wadiing vilh o decision full of hope thet ihe torrens tike.d

nature) flow, Lhey have, wilhout impeding ito :-uﬁﬁil;g, let frve the course,
secking with greet sluooeily end ﬁa;:“.lit:,' 1o fecili L-‘ata cll its movemenis ;
the hopo that efter huvliy taken iis normsl course it would p— 1iberty a
Justice to all perin of thn vast Otlcosn Emy-nim and the fine vords thel vere
heard from time to time furiified this movement.

Soxe tried to dfygrl the general ixpressien prm!uc.:- by the
surrendering = wnder vorfin pretoxts = of severn) peris of the Eapirc owing
1o politicil foultn evunltlud dn the meentimo in presenting it aa the conseqy
of the faults of the ol pupimo,  Bub efter the micces:aive losaes und the

dopderable eonsequatcti G W were of Trtraditein ond of tho Nal¥ens, no de
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vas left that though a long enough time had passed since the restoration of
1iberty, no line of conduct hud been either set up or folloved with the view
~of the good administration or' the country and that no serious action had been
undertaken to ectablish who wes responsible for £11 this misforture. The fact
that their hopes and waiting had been betrayed so has moved and perturbed the
friends of i‘recdom. A part of those uho were supposed to be devoted to the
national cause, being led astray by ambitious feolings, engeged themselves on
the wrong road so that the strunge doings that tho nation had consicered es
't.ho source of frecdom have had tho result of placing the country in a deplorut’

position. Amongal them sowe rash persons who had shown Lhemselves to the

* public for thelr independent Jdees turned the governwent sside end whilst mokis

a thew of Lhelr Jove of Jepulity formed a group of action with .p_gg_[_-]‘e'_ulpn
t’lggir”t_l_nd succceded in uecoivirr anu currupt.mc.

Thece as woll aa thedr 2ffiliate of tho viluyot.;.'used their efforts v

{ take into their herds the government and have at Jast reuched their goal in
!anro]ling the responsible members of the Cabiret into their Centrel Council
" and s0 Going keeping them docile to their decisions. .

As t.lw Minister of Finance Djavid Bey said operly in his steatemenis
reported in the ninutca of the Sth section of the Chambre des Députés on ile
24th and 26 th October 1334, this group of action of Union & Progress has showr.
in its deciaions concerning the destiny of the nntion and of the country, en
audacily and an o:ver-confidoncc such that tﬁay did not think it fit to subait

ito the ministers' Council the decision concerning the declaration of war,
whilst even sovercigns do not tzke such d'.:clsion.s of their ovn initiative.
Everybody having wndurstood that thin wey of acting could not give good
rosulls, the scts of tho commitic:that the opposition ilaclf had Nn#utcd
vocmed blamcvorihy teo ]evcl-h.ccdcd pcop]c.‘ -

On the other hand, the fact thut the stele of sicge vhich hud toen
egbolishied necussarily ot the time of the change of rcrimﬂ hes been maintzined
elmost without hltern.ption, that ilic Sullime goor h.;.: becn attacked by &
elicuo led Ly tho senler membors of the Commitic-of Union & Propress that tho
“War Mindster Nazdm Focha end his eldo do cum?‘vm‘o killed ond that & Cubinel

un!.tm & Pragresn wna formed oflor that the Cobinet of Riendl Pecha wac
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overthrown; +that at the time of t;n 2 cabinets uhi?h fo]iuund, the eble and
honest and experiznced civi) scrvania were diaminoah and repleced by persons
affilin;cd to the Committee has hed for result : to give rise to justified
general compleints ageinst the Ezgikrgry;fﬂg“Exgaqgiggllpdministrntion, to

thﬁ point of making people regru£ the guspntigq?agimefta dissatisfy more

particularly the non-loslem populations and above 2ll to bring the Armenians”
(vho reslised that their belief that freeduﬁ-uuuld insure security and justic;
vas not founded) to seek a favourable opportunity for the ‘reslisation of
their netionzl nimsf which they envisaged before.

Questions of nationalilics created between the different nationslitil

in so doing with Ottoman unily.

Considering that these facts have bteen established by investigation:

q :
| and enquiries and by the above-naszd bills of indictment; that there is no

' pussibility uﬂ refute the fiva pnints set out and examined by our Court Martic:

T ———— -
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or to maintein that they do not exist, we have acguired the conviction in our
. conscience that the personal crimes above mertioned assigned to the Commitice |

of Union & Progress have becn committed in such a way as to cast a slur on ii:

nane. :

However, it has been found consisteni with equity not to charge
all the mermbers of the Coamitlee with the perppetiation of the crimes so
committed; bdut to apply the dispositions of the law to those ghu have beer
interested or have participated, nuc;fding to the part they took in then.

The Counse). for the defence sajd in his address to the Court that
the existence of political sncicti&s wag nececsary beceuse of freedom, that
even now other socicties can be found, that amongst others the purty‘Fruhdon
& Entente, has, like Union & Frogress, headquarters, a Genersl Council end
branches and that it invites the Hininteru beloneing to it, to come to its
councila.

Now, thouyh in countries with a constitution, tho existence of

partics and sociciion 13 a nccossity, it is not less truo that in a normal

!
l order theso cannot meddle with the exccutive powor, only afier having

- -



————

—-———

s -

- obteined the majority in national .assezbldes; thei‘ leave the Cabirets

which enjoy their conf.idcncc cntire‘ly free in ‘tho_:lr action; that cmep;t.

in teking cere that the laws to be elaborated be established according

to their programme, they cennot interfere with the business; that they

try to oblige the Cebincts whose acts they do mot approve of, to quit the .
power, not by threat, but in showing them their distrust. y

OIn the other hand as fer as the pa-rt.ie.n of our country are concernt
though it is clear that until the opening of Parliement it is not possible tc
determire wvho will obiezin the majority, it is ovidernt that 2 group which
uou]d- act in ¢ menncr conlrary 1o the Charter of the Cor:ntitutio::;, such as
imposing its influcrce on Lhe meubers of the exccutive power, or meddling in
its sction, or secking to chuage the lepal fora of the Government, would :
have the same fate. .

Consequently it hes been decided after deliberation, that in the
light of the phases of this triel, the a‘.bove-mntioned assertions of the.
Counsel have no value for the defence.

The five points mentioned above are es follows i~

1. The crine of the massacre of Trebizonde, of Yozged and of
Bogl?i]ynn which, it was esteblished during the triels which took place et
the Eom't Mertial, was _q_;gn_n_igg_é_u_:_d__ggc_e_qp}e_c! by sore chiefs of Unlon & Prog:
| In edmitting even, as it wes alleged during the defense, that ther:
are among these come who came 1o know of these crimes only after their

poerpotration, they have not prevented their recurring, no more than they hav:

»

donu'uﬁylh!nc Lo punish thoss who committed them.

2. According Lo the declarvtions hoe made to tho Chambro dos

Députés end which are rocorded in the minutes, Sa¥d Halim Pacha, Grund Vizir

& President of ihe Committee Union & Progreas, had at the beginning of the
mobilization invited to his house the members of the Céntral Commfitec and
hed cxpluined to thea, giving useful ersu::al_\tr., that the participation of
the country to tho. var would be very dnngcroub, and that neutrulity would
.constitute the Loat aititudo to ascuase in the conflict, but that he had
fai.lcd to mako them sdopl his opinion and consequenlly tho State hnd ontered

into war.
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: - Moreover, Riza Bey, one of the rasponaibln delogates of thu Union

o E—— e @ @

: a & Progress, hes adnilled cduring his trial, thet uithuut waiting for the

-= =

daolaratlop of war, he began the hostilities by means of persons belonging
to organizecd bands at Trébizonde, whom he sent into the interior of Russia.

B e | -

Finally, Djavid Bey, then Finance Minister, Tchuruk-Soulou }shmoud
i Pacha, Minister of Public Works, Oscan Effendi, Post & Telograph Hiniatér,

-
L]
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and Suleiman Elbostani Effendi, Trode Minister, gave their resignation, for
. the reason that the war had been dcclart;ﬂ without the provioﬂcisioh of the ‘
Council of Ministers. Thesoe feets osteblish that the war has not been I
doclared by deecision of the Miniclers rosponsible, but deliberately by the

~ Unfon & I'vogress vho wanled 1L go.

3. As it appeers from Lh: declarations of H. Highness Ahned I:rr.et
Pacha, I‘nr er Grand Vizir, his resignation frem the War Ministry wes provoked .

R the intarrnrence of the Part.y in the Government's affairs.

L
b
4o As it resuits from the report rend in 1332 amids} the Congress

f of Union & Progross and unanimously approved by its members, and from the

R ——

information that the Préfecture of 't-'nak town has supplied in answer to the
~ ’ | communicetions sent by ‘this Tribunal, Hdmul Bey, Delegate fronm Constnntimpla, |
vho had been put in charge.by the Central Bureau of the Union & Progress of

the provisioning, and whose nomination was retified later on by the General

|Council of the Union, has first instituted a Council of Trade and after
\

‘govere) societics & pssociations which have monopolized commercial trensactior

———

,i ,and have by these means seized the whole fortune of the population. The publl

l
‘ \ weadth beding concentrated =0, exclusively in tho hands of a limited nuober

;of porsons and tho nbove-mntic-ncd societies, the result was that, owving 10 &n

! ' !
. inedequate nutrition, meny Otlomans were erippled, or diad,i, and that tho forcn

,‘ : !

at the disposal of the Stute for its defence have been reduced.

- ——————

The reading of the same documents has established elso that the:

| Union & Progresa has provoked al tho same timo ithe meddling of its !

j Conatuntinople Purcou in the functiions of the Government.
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5. The fact that the former Chelhul Islem Noussa Kiazim Ertcndi‘,
ensvering an interpellation at the Senato re. the trensfer of the tribdunal
from the Chéri to the Ministry of Justice said :"Do not eks for oy opinion,

4%t is the Perty vhich demands this transfer. It must be done so", and that

be confirmed these declarations during the trial, constitute an obvious

proof of the interference of the Party in the State's effairs. °

The five poir;ts reported above, as well as other facts told by
public rumor and confirmed by the consequences they entailed, having

esteblished that the Ministers of the Stzte were not left free to run anr

* dmportant part of the public afiairs in accordence with their opinion and

cenviclion and that they were Jed through intcrferences Lo act nccording
Lo privete viows ond aspirulions, it becomes evident that the legal statute
of the Otloman t‘-ovo.rn'a.cnl. comprising the Lhree conatilutive forces hes been
modificd by the institution higher than these forces, of a fourth which

forced itself by threat.

The Court Martial, taking into considorstion the above-nemed

——— e

‘: crimes declares, unn._nilzously, the t.:ulpability as principal fsctors of these

S e T

" erimes of the fugitives Telaat Facha, former Grend Vizir, Enver Effendi,

former War Minister, struck off ihe register of the Imperisl Army,

jémal Effendi, former Na.vy' Minister, struck off too from the Imperisl’ Army,

‘land Dr. Mezim Effendi, former Minister of Education, members of the Gener:l

Coungal of the Union & Progress, representing the moral person o!‘ thj.s party;

as wvell as for thal of the fugitives Djavid Bey, former Finance Minister,

and l‘aui:tnpha Chéref Bey, formsr Trade & Agriculture Minister, mesbers of the
the g

said council, known as having purticipated inserimes in question; for the

culpubility, ananimously, as to his participation to the establiched crime,
PR o T

and by the mc;jari!.;(mor 2/3rds as to the naturce of the acts vhich conutitute

\ dhis erime, of Fouzse Kiasnin Effendi, hern precent, former Chelkhul-~Tslanm and

member of the szid Generel Council soeing ihat,. despite the declarations of

i
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his agent and of tho Atlorney Generul aiming at excluding the

hypothesls of hiy purticipntfnn Lo the above-mentioncd crimes because

- of his great education and of his cuincnt qualities, Moussa Kiazim Effendd,

whilst able to inspire to people having had a superior education, such as
the Attorney Generel end his egent, a favourable opinion as to his person,
has constituted by the fact itcelf that he wus, right at the beginning of

el &

the re-cstablishment of the Constitution, nmnné'tha important end 1ﬁ£1usntial ‘

chiefs of the Union & Progress, an abstacle to the ignorant and less well

educated people revise tho idea that they had formed for themselves of the
ects of the Conmittee considered logical and legal; that whilst he said

during the trial, having run the affairs of The Union & Progress concerning
religious instruction, he has ¢nswered the questions acked of him regarding
some sermons and certain works the contents of which are contrary to the law
of Chéri, that he ﬁ;d.nut geen these works end that as far as the seroons ere
concerned, he thought thet the questions treated there were not in conforaity
and has adnitted thut he had tuken no step 1o ban them; then he has declared
during the trial that to disowm Union & Progress would be cquivalent to l;hjure'
Islam, which evidently. chows that he has a mentality which could not rccoﬁciln

jtself with the superior instruction escrided to him that 21l these facts

‘constitute, it is true aggruvating circumstances, but that however, tsking

into consideration the results of' the examination and of the engquiry, it was

established thet Moussa Kiajim Effendi having had & lot to do with the affairs

of The Union & Progress re. the religious tanching was not cnnsiderad to be
among the principal fectors of the above mentioned crimea,
Unanimously for d.-alﬁn'}-guilt}' verdict for Rifaat Bey, former

President of the Scnale, whoso affiliation to the Union & Progress and tfc

participation to the acts and crimes ebove mentioned have not been established

and for his release, if he is not detained for another reason;

By the majority of tho votss for a mon-guilty verdict for llachin ie.
former Ministor of the Posla & Telegruph the inquiry having confirmed the Lt
of his declarations : that ho wan glven the post of Hinlster while ho wan in
Berlin, without. his rveviamn connent aipe ol-t-nir-@d;‘nm* {that he wan named s

such dospito his rofussl, on his roturn to. Conatantinoples that his Lime hav:

L]
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coincided with the last years of the 1ife of the Unionist Cabinet, he

s cien

simply attended as observer, without participating in the deliberations

~of the 3 mcotings of the General Council of the Union to which he had

been invited and during which the only item on the agenda concerned
internal organisation of the Union, and for his release if he is not
detained for another resson.

Then the Court Martial has deliberated on the sentences.

The acts of Talaat, Enver, Djcmal and Dr. Nazim falling under
_Articie 45 of the Civil & Penal Code, 1lst paragreph, those of Djavid,
Hou;;taphs. Chéref and Moussa Kiazim of the same Article, paragraph 2, and
Article 35 last paragraph, and these articles saying that "ars called l
"co~authors and punished as the pri:\cig.ml author, the individuals who

"commit collectively a crime or each individual, being part of a certain

, S - S A, g & -

"number of persons, who in the case of a crime consisting of several o!’fonsz-;ir

"commits one or several of the latter with a view to accomplishing the
"offencao®, )

"Is put to death the person who is convicted of having by force modified

"or suppressed the constitutional Charter, “the form of the Government or

"rule of the heredity of the Imperial Throne". "The accomplices of the
"exccution of a crime ars in the case of absence of e special disposition
Pof the law, condemned to the following condemnations :

“the accomplices will be condeaned to hard labour for at least 10 years
Uif the main offence is punishable by death or ﬁy hard labour for life",’
the Court Martial pronounces, “in accordance with ,.the said stipulations of
the Law the death penalty against Talaat, Enver, .Djénal and Dr. Nar.iuﬂ 8
penalty of 15 years hard labour against Djavid, MHoustapha Chéref and
Moussa Kiazim, orders the I‘ig‘utiv'ss to be deprived of their eivilian rightc,
gnd of the legal control of their sequesired property; decides that the
non-puilty verdict given in the cases of Rifast and Hachim Beys doos not
prevent them bedng tried, later, by’ the ligh Ct;urt, for thoir reaspective
manasemant of the affairs of the State; decidas at tho samo timo ihe
no-pn'rutlon of iho irlal of Ozean !-:rrcndi,. forsor Minislor of the Posl and

Tolegroph and of Sulaiman Flbostenl Effendi, foruor Trade Ministov, tahiug

o——
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into consideration as it appears from the inquiry that having
been in Europe for a long tizme they were not aware, in the
present circumstunces, of the order to appoar sent to thoa, end

oven if thoy knew of it they would probably not be able to return here.

Unanimoualy decided by default in tho cases of Talaut, Enver,

Djém:l, Dr. Nazim, Djavid, Moustapha Chéref, and Oscon end Suleiman
Elbostani Effendis, and by a gajority in the cases of Rifsat and

Hachim Beys and Moussa Kiazin. - .

The 6th Chewal 1337
The 5th July 1335.{,1;*'{
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