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LESSONS FROM THE TURKISH ARMENOCIDE

(1915-1922)
““And so they drove the whole people — men, women, hoary elders,
children, expectant mothers and dumb sucklings — into the Arabian

desert, with no other object than to let them starve to death."

... They drove the people, after depriving them of their leaders and
spokesmen, out of the towns at all hours of the day and night, half—
naked, straight out of their beds; plundered their houses, burned the
villages, destroyed the churches or turned them into mosques, carried
off the cattle, seized the vehicles, snatched the bread out of the mouths
of their victims, tore the clothes from off their backs, the gold from their
hait. Officials — military officers, soldiers, shepherds — vied with one
another in their wild orgy of blood, dragging out of the schools delicate
oiphan girls to serve their bestial lusts, beat with cudgels dying women
ot women close on childbirth who could scarcely drag themselves along,
until the women fell down on the road and died..."

““Parties which on their departure from the homeland of High Armenia
consisted of thousands, numbered on their arrival in the outskirts of
Aleppo only a few hundred, while the fields were strewed with swollen,
blackened corpses, ... lying about desecrated, naked, having been
robbed of their clothes, or driven, bound back to back, tothe Euphrates..."*

‘““Even before the gates of Aleppo they were allowed no rest...the
shrunken parties were ceaselessly driven barefooted, hundreds of miles
under the burning sun, through stony defiles, over pathless steppes,
enfeebled by fever and other maladies, through semi—tropical marshes,
into the wilderness of desolation. Here they died — slain by Kurds,
robbed by gendarmes, shot, hanged, poisoned, stabbed, strangled, mown
down by epidemics, drowned, frozen, parched with thirst, starved —
their bodies left to putrify or to be devoured by jackals."

““Children wept themselves to death, men dashed themselves against
the rocks, mothers threw their babes into the brooks, women with children
flung themselves singing into the Euphrates. They died all the deaths
on the earth, the deaths of all ages."'

“] have seen maddened deporteers eating as food their own clothes
and shoes — women cooking the bodies of their new—born babes."’
Armin T. Wegnet
(A German eye—witness of the Armenian Massacres)
Turn to pages 72-84 of this book.



The documents with the accompanying commentary printed on the
pages of this book wete received from Naim Bey, the Turkish secretary
of the Deportation Committee (in Aleppo). The Committee was charged
by the Central Government of Turkey with the official responsibility of
deporting via Aleppo the uprooted Armenians with the ultimate aim of
exterminating them,

One of the first books written pertaining to the crime was entitled
The Blackest Page of Modern Ht‘storyl by Herbert Adams Gibbons, who
is also the author of The Foundation of the Ottoman Empire and who is
an American newspaper correspondent in the Middle East. After World
War Il the term **genocide’2 was invented to characterize the extermin-
ation of the Armenians by the Turks during the first World War and the
murder of six million Jews by Hitlerite Germany during the second World
War, We coined the term **Armenocide’’ to cofivey to the reader, specifi-
cally, the brutal extermination of the Armenians.

In continuation of the earlier massacres, the duration of the Turkish
Armenocide falls principally into two periods: the period of the Young
Turks from 1915-1919, and the Kemalist period from 1919-1922, During
these two periods nearly two million Armenians, without respect to age
and sex, were uptooted from their historic homelands and murdered by
unimaginable methods of cruelty. Over two thousand churches and ancient
monasteries were looted of their sacred treasures and then destroyed or
used as stables. Thousands of schools with their furnishings along with
the entire wealth of the Armenians were taken by the Turkish Govern-
ment and people.

Following the military defeat of Turkey in 1918 and the flight of its
criminal leaders, the resurgent Turks, under the leadership of Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk, resumed the genocide. In September 1920 the Kemalists
invaded the Armenian Republic which was founded within the former
Russian territory following the Bolshevik Revolution. During this
invasion Kemalist troops massacred 200,000 Armenians3d — men, women,
and childien; plundered the invaded province; and simultaneously, also
murdered more than 25,000 Cilician Armenians, who had miraculously
survived the first genocide and had returned to rebuild their ruined
ancestral homes.

One must be reminded also of the fact that the Turks, as pioneers,
set themselves as examples for Hitlerite Germany for the murder of six
million innocent young and old Jews. As the Armenocide was premedi-
tated during the Salonica Congress held in October 1911, by the Young




Tutks“, the murder of Jews was also premeditated as it was foretold by
Hitler himself at a Nuremberg meeting prior to the second World War. At
the meeting Hitler declared cynically before his audience, **Who remem-
bers now the Massacres of the Armenians (by Turks) 7', and showed
them, thereby, the way for the mujder of the Jews, the Poles, and the
Russians,

The two main reasons for reprinting the documentary Memoits of
Naim Bey are as follows: First, the Turks of the present times have
strived to be known as the New Turks, preferring to be differentiated
from the Ottoman Turks of bloody Sultan Abdul Hamid Il and his heirs,
the Prussian—trained leaders of the ruthless Young Turks. Nevertheless,
they have used every possible means of propaganda in Europe and in
the Americas to deny the crimes of their immediate forbears and those
of the founders of the present Turkish Republic. The professors of
Tutkish history and their students as emissaries in foreign lands have
yoked themselves to the popularization of their history that they have
falsified and are engaged in misinformatory activities here and
elsewhere,

One of the aims of our undertaking is to render a humanitarian service
1o the New Turks. We invite them to study these documents obtained
from their archives by one of their kinsmen and ponder upon the unbeliev-
able atrocities which were committed in behalf of centralist Turkism
against the most sacred principles of humanity, which happened to be
their fellow citizens who wanted nothing more than the equality and
freedom of enjoyment of the constitutional rights of their citizenship.

It is earnestly hoped that the reading of these documents will guide
the Turks to their realization that their dismal isolation from the com-
munity of spirits of the civilized nations lies in their denial of facts,
in their desperate efforts to bury the truth under the veil of misinforma-
tion and falsification of their history and, thereby, to justify the crimes
of their immediate forebears. Their freedom from this isolation can come
only from the remorseful knowledge of the inner meaning of the Turkish
Armenocide and the translation of that knowledge into positive and
corrective acts towards their victims. It is hoped also that the honest
interpretation by them of these and other widely known documents will
drive home the fact that not the Armenians, nor the Greeks, nor the
Jews, nor the Arabs, nor all of them collectively, but the exclusive
rule of the absolutist spirit of Centralist Turkism in defiance of civili-
zation destroyed their empire.



Second, through the Union Catalogue we learned that there are only
five copies of this historically and politically important book in the
United States of America. We believe that every library of moderate
size should possess a copy of these documents on the First Genocide
of the Twentieth Century.

A further and more specific reason for reprinting this book originates
from our deep concern for our country, the United States of America.
We are deeply concerned for the fact that in our current policy for securing
and maintaining the military aid of Turkey, as one of the means of con-
taining the Soviet Union, we feel that we have stooped in various con-
ducts of keeping silent instead of maintaining our righteous indignation
on the well documented criminal acts of our ally Turkey, and theteby,
have committed more serious mistakes against the principles which we
profess and cherish. These practices, disregarding lessons of history,
are portentous for our future,

As Americans it is a frequently agonizing experience for most of us
thatour currentpractices in the name of the policy of political expediency
are fully exploited by Turks to silence through us any exposition in
regard to their despicable past and present conducts and, thereby, to
misguide our public opinion on the realities. In this way, instead of our
infusing them with ourcivilizing influence, we are being infected by their
above outlined motives. In this relationship between the United States
and Turkey, is it possible that we are being led by the nose on a path
paved for the Prussian Germany of World War 17 In their zeal for world
conquest, Germany adopted the *‘morality’’ of German—Turkish fratern-
ization as a policy of political expediency. Exploiting the provisions of
this fraternization and Germany's practices of political expediency in
her dealings with Turkey, and shielded by the treaty—wise sanctioned
demon of “‘non-—intervention'’ in her internal affairs, Turkey executed
the Armenocide in broad daylight before the eyes of German officials.
The news of this crime was suppressed in Germany and, therefore, failed
to reach the cultured German masses. As the Turks got away with the
murder of the Armenians, a quarter century later emboldened Hitlerite
Germany committed the murder of the Jews. Should we disregard this
lesson of history?

We are of the belief that the magnanimity of the spirit of America can
be maintained and can be made to infect mankind. This supreme mission
may be achieved not by conniving for the sake of political expediency
with the Turkish denials of the blackest page of modern history written
by the acts of Turks themselves, but only by instilling into our Turkish
ally «he basic uncompromising, precious precepts which characterize our
spiritual heritage.



It is a well known fact that the Turks, instead of being infused by
out democratic principles, have exploited our precious educational
institutions here and abroad to promote their inhuman practices. Of the
many such demonic crimes, the case of Halide Edib Hanum is a loath-
some example.

“*It was Halide Hanum, a graduate of the American College
for girls at Constantinople, and Kemal's minister of educa-
tion...who directed the tearing apart of thousands of children
from their (Armenian) parents to be forced into Turkish
hatems, and the seizure of thousands of young women to be
turned over to the Turkish army for immoral putposes.”?
(See photographs on pages 16 and 64 in this book.)

If the spirit of our heritage bids us to help the Turks, let us help
them by all means. But the spint of this help must be capable of beget-
ting the recipient with a spirit portrayed by our acts. But if that help is
destined to strengthen the Turks for the perpetuation of their practices
of violence against the laws of humanity and her neighbors, our help
would be serving to breed evil and destruction. Our aid to the Turks or
o anyone without reciprocation of a positive sign to repair the damages
that they have inflicted would be strengthening the arms of injustice.
Unfortunately, our educational activities and the Truman doctrine as
applied to Turkey has served but to strengthen the Turks for future
violence without producing in them any sign of guardianship for civiliz-
ation. Our aid has lacked moral offensive or aim.

It is hoped that the documents contained in this book can in some
measute aid the realization of the objective outlined above.

April 24, 1964 M. G. Sevag, PhD.
Newtown Square, Pennsylvania Chairman AHRA



2

REFERENCES:

G, P. Putnam's Son, New York and London, 1916, pp. 71.
The term *‘genocide” is defined by the United Nations (1948 Assembly)
as the deliberate crime of destroying a national, racial, religious or ethnic
Forg "'?&i"m“'d ian History by the Historians of Turkey, by
oF| 0, m Armenian fiis istorians of 1w s
}'m nlfuyg; and R. Sahagian. Elem%mia, Government Press,
+ PP. 96,

Lepsius, Dr. J., Bericht iiber die der Armenischen Volkes in der
Tiirkei Tempelverlag in Potsdam, 1916, pp. 220ff; Deutschland Und
Armenien, 1914=1918, Sammlung Deplomatischer Aktenstucke, Der
Tempelveriag in Potsdam, 1919, p. XVII, pp. 541.

The Great Betrayal, by E. H. Bierstadt. New York. Robert M. McBride & Co.
1924, p. 94.



THE MEMOIRS OF
NAIM BEY

Turkish Official Documents relating
to the Deportations and Massacres
of Armenians

COMPILED BY

ARAM ANDONIAN

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

VISCOUNT GLADSTONE

WITH ILLUSTRATIONS
AND FACSIMILE DOCUMENTS

Reprinted 1964
Armenian Historical Research Assn.

(AHRA)























































































































































































































































































































































































