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PREFACE

In April 1915, the Armenian people experienced their Way to
Calvary. Since then many books have been written about that tragic
event.

This work is a compliation of what has been written thus far
in books and other publications. We do not intend to present here
an epic literary or political work. But rather, have endeavored to
tender our modest share of tribute to the one and a half million
victims who perished during the most large-scale atrocity of the
twentieth century — to a people whose ancestors were the first in
the world to accept Christianity as their national religion — the
Armenian martyrs of the Turkish genocide.

It is said, that the foremost criminals in the annals of history
received their due punishment at the Nuremberg trials. But, can
it be, that these same judges were not aware that a more heinous and
terrible crime, in defiance of both human and divine precepts, had
already been committed, which intended to exterminate an entire nation
from infants up through elders at prayer; to burn children and youths,
to brutally rape angelically pure young maidens, to behead the young
men and to force a Christian people to abandon their faith? Such
horrible barbaric incidents had occured before and after Genghis Khan
and Tamerlane, but there had never been a systematic slaughter of a
whole race. Indeed, people were massacred whose population numbered
many millions more than the Armenians. But history had yet to record
a crime where more than half a nation’s population was massacred. And
that crime was committed in sight of the great powers and the civilized
world! The bloodthirsty Turk massacred more than one and a half
million people, their intellectuals, clergymen, scholars, musicians and
other men of art, without mercy even for those Armenian architects
who had built and decorated the mosques for their religious worship.



Three years ago, in 1965, the fiftieth anniversary of the Turkish
Genocide of the Armenian people was commemorated throughout
various parts of the world. The Memorial Day was observed by solemn
religious and civil ceremonies. Along with representatives of the
Armenian people, world-famous personalities and statesmen of many
countries participated in that great Day of Mourning. A Day of
Mourning — no more and no less, however, for . . . no sooner was the
observance over than everything was forgotten. But we must not remain
silent and appear to abandon our just cause for the sake of diplomacy.
It is imperative to keep the Armenian Cause alive through words and
in print. More importantly, we should organize through universities,
newspapers, television and whatever other means, a vigorous campaign
against the barbarous Turks until they acknowledge their genocidal
deed.

In 1915 Talaat, the Turkish Minister of the Interior and one of
the leading perpetrators declared: “For fifty years there will be no
Armenian Question . . .. " But now, we declare to Talaat’s successors,
that not fifty but fifty three years have passed and the Armenian
Question still stands. New champions of the Armenian Cause, new
Gladstones, Bryces, Lepsius’ or Wilsons will emerge to sponsor this
brave people’'s appeal before the world and the United Nations; justice
must be rendered to the Armenian people.

JAMES NAZER
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HIS HOLINESS, VAZKEN 1
SUPREME PATRIARCH AND CATHOLICOS OF ALL ARMENIANS




CHAPTER |

ENCYCLICALS

SUPREME PATRIARCH
and
CATHOLICOS OF ALL ARMENIANS

VAZKEN, SERVANT OF CHRIST, BY THE MERCY OF GOD AND

WILL OF THE PEOPLE PRIMATE AND CATHOLICOS OF ALL

ARMENIANS, SUPREME PATRIARCH OF THE PRE-EMINENT

NATIONAL SEE OF ARARAT THE APOSTOLIC MOTHER CHURCH
OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN.

Greetings of love willed by Christ and
Patriarchal blessing to the Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia, Khoren I: to the Ar-
menian Patriarch of Jerusalem, Archbishop
Yeghishe: to the Armenian Patriarch of Con-
stantinople, Archbishop Shnork: to all the Arch-
bishops, Bishops, Archimandrites, Priests, Dio-
cesan Assemblies, Diocesan and Parish Coun-
cils, to Officers of the Armenian Apostolic Holy
Church, and to all our beloved faithful
Armenian People.

“Even though presumed dead, their death truly
was life”.

YEGHISHE

The history of our ancient nation is a living
monument elevated on the horizon of mankind,
blended and incorporated with the blood of

martyrs, endowed with a creative genius to serve
all that is good and beautiful and with a sacred
fervor to create its own nation and free father-
land, especially from the very day when the Light
of the Holy Gospel of Christ descended upon the
land of Armenia. Through the Gospel of Christ
the Armenian people came to believe in life,
to believe in light and constructive toil, to
believe that “love never faileth” (Corinth. XV,
8.). And thus he opened the doors of his spir-
itual powers and eternal life,

The era of the national history of the Ar-
menian people began in the V Century with
the invention of Armenian writing and the
heroic battle of Avarayr.

Avarayr was the culmination of the devel-
opment of the spiritual powers of the Armenian
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people and the clear expression of national
consciousness; it was also the beginning of our
real national history, which has left its mark on
all the succeeding centuries. The martyrdom
of the Vardanians and Ghevondians set the
pattern of our national fate. And from that day
on, continually, for one thousand five hun-
dred years, our fathers waged the same heroic
battle “For Christ and for fatherland” and with
the same spirit “that the side of truth shall
prevail”, always with the faith of “overcoming
death with death”.

On that blood-soaked but nobly glorious
road, fifty years ago, the history of the Armen-
jan people recorded its most recent martyrdom.

Today, with our hearts a sea of sorrows, we
recall the memory of the awful tragedy which
began on April 24th, 1915 and continued for
five whole years, and which annihilated the
entire Armenian population in Western Ar-
menia, along with fearful suffering, planned
and put into execution by the genocidal gov-
ernment of the Turkish sultans. Nearly two
million Armenians were martyred. Hundreds of
prosperous villages, towns, churches, monaster-
ies, many of them impressive historic monu-
ments of the architectural genius of Armen-
ians were put to the torch and destroyed. “Our
valiant martyrs fell in battle, and the saintly
priests were slaughtered by the hands of the
wicked, handsome youth were put to death, and
many virgins driven into slavery; gracious
women subjected to the torments of widowhood,
and many orphans to tears”, and “Our homes
became the graves of our dead, and that which
our hands had built, fell upon us” (Elishe). In
those dark days the time had come when “it
was impossible to be an Armenian in this world”,
All hope appeared lost and the book of history
of the Armenians dipped in blood and closed.

But, oh incomprehensible mystery of life
and death, and miraculous history of the Ar-
menian people!

In fact, an entire people was martyred but
the Armenians did not die forever, for they had
sacrificed themselves strong in the faith that
“To live is Christ and to die is gain” (Philip. 1,
21). “With what courage they began the drama
of martyrdom, with the same they ended, full
of heavenly love and bright as the sun in the
universe whose names are written in the Book
of Life” (Hovhannes of Traskhanakert).

16

As in the days of the Battle of Vardanantz
and the succeeding centuries, the death defying
spirit of Armenian history once more tore the
curtain of cruel fate and recalled into life the
remnants of our martyred nation, and one
thousand and five hundred years later “through
the precious blood of her brave sons” the re-
nascent Armenian people gave to St. Vardan,
the great tidings of Sardarabad.

And thus, for more than forty years, the
main body of the Armenian people, gathered
on the mother soil of their ancestors, under
their own government, amidst fraternal peo-
ples, is engaged in building a happy future
under circumstances of unprecedented security,
peace, and progress; whilst emigrant Armen-
ians, dispersed throughout the world, their gaze
directed to the motherland with renewed hope,
noble pride, and with bright visions for the
future, dream of returning some day to eternal
Ararat, to their sisters and brothers in Armenia,
so as to bring their share of toil to the Mother-
land of all Armenians,

The martyrdom of the Armenians finally
has been crowned with victory, and in a day-
break of new life our ancient land is now reborn
as a national state.

To-day, fifty years after the Great Massa-
cre, the Armenian people, both in Armenia and
throughout the world, reverently bow before
the unknown graves of the myriads of martyrs
and pray for the repose and bliss of their im-
mortal souls; they vow anew to keep holy their
sacred memory, and to remain loyal to their
luminous faith, to their heroic spirit, and to
their bright dream of seeing the Armenian peo-
ple gathered in a totally restored fatherland.
“Do you glorify yourselves in your patriotism?
Then revive the memory of your forefathers”
(Alishan).

To-day, for Armenians, wherever they may
be, is also a day of prayer for the peaceful prog-
ress and well-being of our people, for the pres-
ervation of our newly established native land,
for Mother Armenia which lives and breathes
and grows in brilliance.

Our martyrs died with the hope of living
and with the vision of the re-birth of the fa-
therland.

To-day is also a day of prayer for us all for
the peace of the entire world and for the genuine



brotherhood of peoples, so that henceforth no-

‘where and never on the face of the world shall
there be bloodshed, and man shall not draw the
sword against his kind. May there be peace along
all boundaries of the world and within the
hearts of all men. May it come to pass that
“Mercy and truth are met together; righteous-
ness and peace have kissed each other”. (Psalms
85).

As the Catholicos of all Armenians, at the
threshold of the 50th Anniversary of this great
tragedy in our history, with this encyclical, we
propose and instruct:

(A) That the forthcoming year 1965 be
declared for all our churches and our people a
year of national mourning and prayer.

(B) That in all Armenian Churches on
April 24th there take place special religious
ceremonies and memorial services to pray for
the peace and enlightenment of the souls of
our myriads of martyrs.

(C) That there be placed in all Armenian
Churches before the Holy Altar a lamp of per-
petual light dedicated to the memory of the
Armenian martyrs. At the Mother Cathedral of
Holy Etchmiadzin there will be placed a lamp
of perpetual light before the altar of St. Stephen,
the first martyr of Christianity, where hence-
forth, every year, on April 24th, a special Divine
Liturgy shall be celebrated.

(D) That in all Armenian Communities
and colonies, under the auspices of the Armenian

Church, through the cordial co-operation of all
Armenian associations, without exception, there
be organized solemn gatherings of national
observance, lectures, and literary functions for
Armenian and non—Armenian audiences, de-
voted to the April Massacre.

(E) That the Armenian ecclesiastical au-
thorities, national organizations, historic, lit-
erary and cultural foundations, and the Armen-
ian press consider their paramount duty to
revive, in words and deeds, the sacred memory of
the Armenians, of the clergy and prominent
writers and national workers martyred during
the years of the Great Massacre, by publishing
the historic evidence, documents, studies, mem-
oirs, literary and artistic works of Armenian
and non—Armenian authors.

May the compassionate God in everlasting
glory grant peace and rest to the pure and in-
nocent souls of the martyred sons of our nation,
and may He spread His protective hand on the
Armenian people and fatherland, so that the
sun of their lives shines brightly, and that they
may forever live and grow, and acquire noble
stature through their honest endeavors in the
world.

May the Armenian people live forever, so
that the light of the world abounds.

“Blessed are they who mourn; for they shall
be comforted. Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst for righteousness; for they shall be
filled”. (Mat. V. 4-6).

VAZKEN 1

Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of all Armenians

The present encyclical was issued on August 16th, in the year
of Our Lord 1964, and according to the Armenian Calendar, in 1414,

at the Monastery of Holy Etchmiadzin.
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HIS HOLINESS, KHOREN I
CATHOLICOS OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS HOUSE OF CILICIA



CATHOLICOS
of
THE GREAT HOUSE OF CILICIA

KHOREN THE SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST, BY THE UNATTAIN-

ABLE WILL OF GOD, AND BY THE CHOICE OF OUR NATION,

ARCHPRIEST AND CATHOLICOS OF ALL ARMENIANS OF THE
GREAT HOUSE OF CILICIA.

To the Holy Fathers the Diocesan Prelates,
Archbishops, Bishops, Vardapets and Priests, to
the National Assembly, the Trustee Central
Board to Diocesan Conventions, Provincial and
Diocesan Bodies, Local Boards of Trustees, to
Charitable Unions and Humanitarian Institu-
tions, Educational Foundations and Servants of
Armenian Letters, Educators, the Servitors of
the press, and Generally, to Our entire Haigazian
Nation of the Dispersion, Christian love and Pat-
riarchal greetings from Us, and may the Blessing
of the right forearm of our Father, Gregory the
Iluminator, the peace of God the Father, the
love of His only Begotten Son, and the grace of
the Holy Ghost be with you all, amen.

My beloved Armenian people:

It is with a stricken and severely wounded
heart, with unutterable anguish and with an
intense sense of righteous indignation that we
send unto you the paternal fervent word of this
Our Patriarchal Encyclical, with moving invo-
cation, to revive in your souls the memory of our
worshipful martyrs of the Great Aprilian Trag-
edy who, with their blood, inscribed the latest
twin pages of Suffering and Triumph in the
history of the Armenians.

Next year, 1965, is the Fiftieth Anniversary
of the inhuman mass-murder which was perpe-
trated on the Armenian people during the bitter
and disastrous days of World War 1.
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The past fifty years, however, could not
dim the Armenian Consciousness, SO that today,
more than ever, on this landmark of the Fif-
tieth Anniversary, on a deep and infinite natio-
nal scope, and with a valiant all-Armenian fer-
vor, in the four corners of the world, without
discrimination, it revives in its light the forever
worshipful memory of more than ONE MILLION
Armenian martyrs who, with translucent spirits
of loyalty to the christian faith and the Armen-
jan nation, sacrificed their lives to the Nation
as a new testimony to the irresistible striving
for survival and to the unyielding and inde-
structible resolution of their Race.

At the very first glance from this observa-
tory of the Fiftieth Anniversary, the bloody
wounds of the Great Tragedy are unfolded be-
fore our eyes.

Who can fail to see the awesome ruination
of our once flourishing and prosperous towns
and villages, the destruction of our skypiercing
temples, our spiritually edifying schools and our
bright and gay ancestral homes?

Who is not terror-stricken at sight of that
awesome desolation which suddenly extin-
guished the breath of life which dried up for-
ever the sea of blessings of human creativity,
and when, under a burning blight, the smiling
and fruitful gardens of God-given Armenian
life were converted into a desert?

Who cannot hear the heartrending cries
of Armenian mothers whose waists became the
cradle of their darling babies, who, however,
scarcely having opened their eyes to the light,
found their world darkened? How many, how
many talented minds, how many potential gifts,
skills, natural endowments and capabilities,
even before they had a chance to taste the
blessing of life, reached the grave and were
buried without a trace and without a cross to
mark their graves? How many incalculable and
immeasurable natural powers for future vitality
and deeds of valor found the realization of their
callings only a dream and never had the happi-
ness of converting them into authentic living
and a beneficient fruition which they could
contribute to their nation!

Who is not filled with a righteous indigna-
tion at sight of that onslaught of ruination and
dissolution to which were secrificed the mean-
ingful and brilliant values of our ancestral
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creativity, all the way from our architectural
structures to our delicately tinted scrolls of Ar-
menian miniatures? By destroying the cultural
monuments wich condensed in them the power
of the conquest of the soul and the perpetuity
of the race and the civilizing glory of our race,
they tried to pulverize the animated stone and
the scroll into a lifeless and meaningless dust,
to annihilate the Armenian name forever, and
to convert civilized Armenian with her flou-
rishing Armenians into a desolate, uninhabited
land.

Who does not recall that terrible sight of
death-spreading nights when the elite of the
Armenian nation, Armenian leaders, church-
men, intellectuals, writers, educators, journal-
ists, and parliamentarians, sleeping peacefully
in deep darkness and regenerating their spir-
itual powers in the interests of their creativity,
in their hundreds, were ejected from their
homes, and, under tortures and blood-curdling
conditions, were exiled to desolate mountain
passes and endless burning deserts, and were
savagely slaughtered with unimaginable bru-
tality? Following immediately this monstrous
deed which was tantamount to decapitation of
the race, as history already has proved, there
took place the mass deportation of the Armen-
ian people and the attendant terrible slaughter,
putting an end to myriads of Armenian lives.

O people of God.

How can we continue longer the endless
series of irrecoverable losses and the heartrend-
ing invocation of those spectacles the very
enumeration of which, like a arrow,
pierces our hearts, blending the blood with the
tear and the tear with the ink! The human
imagination is powerless to grasp the enormity
of the loss. The human torgue shall always
be inadequate to express the depths of
the Armenian suffering and -crucifixion on
the one hand, and the savagery and the
infernal nature of the crime on the other.
To exterminate an entire nation, what a dia-
bolical plan! To reduce a whole civilization into
ruins, what a wicked thought! To bury the life
of a centuries old people, what black audacity!

And yet, O worshipful Armenian people,
against this death dealing attempt, the Armen-
ian people rose up with all the might of its
instinct for survival and with all its incompa-
rable spiritual valor. And today, the shining



.pages of history testify that, the nation itself
was the conqueror, that the enemy had de-
voured only the body of the Armenian but he
had never been able to plant his bloody paw
on his soul, the Armenian soul which is in-
vincible and imperishable.

This is the reason why, on the occasion of
the Fiftieth anniversary, the Armenian people
must take a new stand. April 24 is no longer a
day of tears and mourning. Years ago lamen-
tation and tears were the order of the day, the
natural response to the invocation of the Great
Tragedy. A nation cannot live and perpetuate
itself by weeping and tears. Today the event
and the meaning of April 24 must be analyzed
and grasped with a clear and searching light
of the mind. We consider it the duty of our his-
torians to make a critical and comprehensive
study of the tragedy of April 24 and to bring
under the searchlight of scientific analysis the
causes, the motives and the details of the geno-
cide which to this day, like bleeding wounds,
torment the body of our people.

We find the secret of the Armenian tri-
umph in the golden word of Christ which, in
itself, is the key to the understanding of our
entire history, for in it is stored up the ide-
ological force which, like a coiled spring,
throughout the centuries, has propelled the life
and will of our people, and we believe that it was
this same motive power which propelled the
mind, the heart and the will power of our people
during the somber days of 1915. The Heavenly
Teacher, in plain but forceful words, said to
his disciples: “AND FEAR NOT THEM WHICH
KILL THE BODY, BUT ARE NOT ABLE TO
KILL THE SOUL: BUT RATHER FEAR HIM
WHICH IS ABLE TO DESTROY BOTH BODY
AND SOUL IN HELL.” MATTHEW X, 28.

Our people not only plainly believed this
truth, but with a total self immolation adhered
to its ideal and made it the motto of its life
wherein it also discovered the secret of its per-
petual victory and its immortality. it established
the center of gravity of its life on spiritual
values which, in their essence, are imperishable
and which enable the survival not only of in-
dividual but of entire peoples. Matter, the body
are transitory. They can be destroyed, but for
a people which aspires to imortality, there is no
death as long as it maintains a life of creativity
and the repository of spiritual values.

The great tragedy of April 24 must be
classified among those deathly blows which, in
the course of centuries, often dashed, like stormy
billows, against the will of the Armenian to
live and to create and which were shatered and
buried in their foamy grave. The blow af 1915
must be viewed as one which was inflicted to
the very depths of the history of the Armenians,
and not merely as an isolated incident which is
explainable. It is the last black link of a chain
of tragic events which one again confirmed the
unshakable conviction of the Armenian that
spiritual values are worth more than the mere
matter, the mere life, the routine of living and

dying.
O believers in God.

Supremely precious is the human life. No
one wants to be deprived of it. And yet there
are moral and spiritual values, lofty and sub-
lime which during the centuries have been val-
ued by the Armenian people far more vital and
sublime than life itself. Those values are the
ideals of FAITH, FREEDOM OF THE FATHER-
LAND, of HONOR, of HUMAN DIGNITY, and
HUMAN RIGHTS, which are cemented in the
spiritual structure of the Armenians, and are
so deeply rooted in their soul that they have
exalted our people to such lofty heights and
such indestructible magnitude in the history of
mankind. This is the reason why, in the course
of centuries, the Armenian people has culti-
vated, guarded and preserved these values with
a fervent worshipfulness which is reserved only
for sanctities, and has defended them with its
life blood. The sacrifice of our myriad MARTYRS
of 1915, offered in this ideal, is a supremely
valuable tribute to the perpetuity of our history,
and in this sense, it contributes an episode of
triumph in our contemporary history.

For the sake of this truth, and for the sake
of our glorious martyrs, on this occasion of the
Fiftieth Anniversary, we proclaim April 24 as
a DAY of VICTORY, dispelling once and forever
from the hearts and minds of our people the
sense of defeat and lamentation which were the
natural reaction during the initial years of the
Great Tragedy under the awful shock of the
blow. As against immeasurable and incalculable
losses, our martyrs kept alive the eternal spirit
of the Armenian which, thanks to their sacri-
fice, remained invincible and imperishable dur-
ing the most painful and tragic days of our
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suffering. Herein lies the real secret of our vic-
tory. We believed in the word of Christ: “Is not
the life more than meat, and the body than
raiment?” (MATTHEW VI, 25), and we survived
by the power of that faith.

In the course of centuries we fixed our eyes
on the idea of the RESURRECTION. And during
the death- spreading days of 1915, armed with
the inflexible will to live and to survive forever,
our martyrs, with their concept of death com-
prehended, shattered the death of the Armen-
ian people and pulverized the tombstones
erected by our enemy to block the path of our
freedom and survival. From among the sands
of the deserts, from among our ancestral ruins,
from among abysmal gorges, from the depths
of the rivers and from among the most infer-
nal tortures, the Armenian people miraculously
rose. The parched bones of our martyrs were
clothed with nerves, flesh and skin, and received
the living breath just like the prophetic vision
of Ezekiel, and the risen Armenian people, with
an exhibition of hereditary valor, once again
stood as the master and the claimant of its
ancestral rights, and with its invincible will to
live a free life and to create, it proved to the
whole world its greatness and imperishability.

O ye the faithful Armenian people.

It is not enough to remember the past. It is
not enough to understand the meaning of the
past. It is not enough to pride yourselves with
the victories of the past. We have a mission
which extends to the shining future.

In our national history great events gener-
ally travel with the great episodes of the cruci-
fixion of Christ and the Ressurrection. The
Aprilian martyrs were crucified and we were
resurrected. They converted their thorny crown
of crucifixion into a resplendent crown of glory.
We on our part, must share in the resurrected
life. The victory won by them must be converted
into a practical life and a life of creativity.

The Armenian people, first of all, without
distinction of creed or ideology, in all corners
of the world, should rise as ONE NATION, and
with a firm conviction, realize that it has rights
which for various reasons have been ignored by
the powers of the world. We were forcibly de-
ported from our ancestral homes where are
ancestors had lived, created, and serced man
and God. Our possessions and our wealth, our
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cultural treasures were seized from our hands
through the instruments of persecution and
terror. An unheard of crime of genocide, pre-
planned in its minutest details, was perpetra-
ted against us to which were sacrificed more
than one million of our fathers and mothers,
our brothers and sisters and our darling bur-
geoning babies.

If we remain silent to this crying injustice,
the ruined stones of our ancestral homeland will
cry out and will ring our protest to the whole
world, a protest, which ie just even by the
strictest sense of justice. If we do not raise our
voices to the world we shall be regarded as a
people which is devoid of the character of a
conscious nation before history. Who is the one
who shall claim our rights from the wrong doer,
from the lawless race wich ruined our homeland
and which to this day is squatting on its ruins.
If we do not stand for our just and
sacred rights with a united will and with a firm
sense of our responsibility, it means that we
have forfeited our right to pose as a nation
which has faith in the sacred values of freedom
and independence. Our indifference toward
those values is tantamount to treason to his-
tory and to our worshipful ancestors.

O ye faithful Armenian people.

On the occasion of this Fiftieth Anniversary,
we must go farther than mere words and general
aspirations.

We must first make a well organized, well
planned and united appeal to all mankind, and
especially, the leaders of nations, calling
attention to the enormity of the wrong to the
Armenians and to demand justice in the name
of those principles which are the highest and
most beautiful concepts of christianity and
human morality, and which today constitute
the basis of the United Nations Organization.

The principles of Freedom and Indepen-
dence which at present have acquired a new
emphasis in the life of nations and peoples,
must necessarily find free and just expression
also, and especially, in the life of the Armenian
people, a people whose entire centuries-old life
has been one of martyrdom in the name and in
defense of the freedom of conscience and
fatherland's freedom.

We must live and work with this sacred
zeal during 1915. That must be an exceptional



_year of playing a decisive role and accomplishing
significant work from the standpoint of our
struggle for national existence and prospects
of the future. Our young generation, in par-
ticular, which is removed by a span of years
from the bitter experience of the Aprilian Trag-
edy, must make a special effort consciously to
share in the spirit of the martyrs and to grasp
to the enormity of the event which befell their
parents, equally, both from its tragic and
victorious aspects.

Led by these meditations, with this our
Patriarchal Encyclical letter, on the occasion of
the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Aprilian Trag-
edy, as the first and immediate expression of
tribute, we proclaim the month of April, 1965,
as MEMORIAL DAY.

WE ENJOIN the entire Armenian people of
the Christian faith in the Diaspora, during that
sacred month, to refrain from all sort of festive
indulgences, and by voluntarily denying them-
celves the pleasures of life, to concentrate their
contemplations and their feelings on the blessed
memory of our Aprilian martyrs, with a zeal to
hold that memory exalted and pure,

WE ENJOIN our diocesan prelates, the
Archbishops, the Bishops, the Vardapets and
the priests, with solemn holy mass and with
fervent requiem prayers to invoke the worship-
ful memory of our martyrs before God and all
the saints, and in special sermons, to interprete
and to expound to our people the mystery and
the spirit of their sacrifice.

WE ENJOIN our Diocesan central bodies
and all the organizations of the Armenian peo-
ple, without discrimination, whether political,
educational, cultural, charitable, athletic, and
compatriotic, with a fraternal unreserved and
sincere cooperation, and in a united national
effort, to glorify the memory of our martyrs with
educational and cultural mass rallies and with
dignified public functions.

WE ENJOIN all our intellectuals, the
writers, the historians and the artists to ply
their talents, and with the immortal paths of
the pen and the brush to portray before the
eyes of our people the true picture of our mar-
tyrs and our martyrdom. Their names shall
blaze in glory in our history if they only will
lend themselves to earnest labor and erect
monuments to the glory and the immortality of

our peerless martyrs.

WE ENJOIN and with cordial and fervent
sentiments, we recommend that our entire Ar-
menian nation shall make the year 1965 THE
YEAR OF UNITY AND FRATERNITY.

O ye, the very own of our holy Armenian
church and of the Armenian race, hearken unto
the voice of the bones of our martyrs, which says:

“One is the Armenian people, one is the Ar-
menian culture, one is the Armenian history,
one is the Armenian language, one is the Ar-
menian Fatherland, one is the Armenian
Church, and one is the future of the Armenians.
In the name of our braves, for the sake of our
martyrdom, be one with your lives even as we
became one on the road of our ideal and in
death. In our name, once again verify and
authenticate the truth of the saying:
STRENGTH LIES IN UNITY. It is with unity
that we shall be able to emerge victorious in this
new and even more arduous struggle for the
survival of our people scattered in the endless
corners of the world. Your word will become but
a futile whisper unless itis made powerfulin uni-
ty and harmony, Who shall listen to you if you
bo not listen to one another? In the name of
our sacred and just cause, unite with one an-
other, intensify the brotherhood of your braves
with your lives and deeds, and when you do
this, be assured that the weight of the world’s
judgement, sooner or later, shall tilt toward the
weight of the Armenian name with the power
of our majestic Mount Ararat, to the joy of our
people and to the benefit of our future. We vol-
untarily were crucified, believing that you
would be resurrected into the vibrant joy of the
new life. For us, life came to an end infire and
the dust of the desert sands. Life was opened to
you in the comfort of flourishing cities. But
what sense is in that life if you shall not live it
with the warmth of the Armenian heart over
the length and breadth of our own fatherland in
freedom, and if you shall not convert its ruins
into a paradise land.”

O faithful Armenian people.

We believe that, on this landmark of the
Fiftieth Anniversary, you will hearken unto
these touching words which we think are not
the creation of our mind as much as they are
the birth of the spirits of our eternally illumi-
nated martyrs, the inspiration which comes to
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us from their blessed bones, from the mysteri-
ous and sublime mausoleum within the com-
pound of our Catholicosate.

Stop for a moment before these words.
Meditate on them with a tense and sincere effort
of introspection. Watch in their mirror and
examine your consciences. Live your lives under
their imperatives, And then, and only then you
shall have lived the glorious mystery of the
resurrection of the Armenian people in its truest
and deepest comprehension.

From the depths of Our heart we pray unto
the God of our ancestors to rest in peace and to

illuminate the tortured souls of our priceless
martyrs and glorify their evergreen memory,
offering it to us an inexhaustible source of in-
spiration and dedication for our future,

May the shadowless light of justice once
again shine on the life of the Armenians.

All glory to our Martyrs.

All glory to our regenerated Armenian peo-
ple.

And now Grace, Love and Peace be with
you all. Amen,

KHOREN I
Catholicos of the Illustrious House of Cilicia

This encyclical given at the Catholicosate of Antelias, in Lebanon
At the portals of the Cathedral of Saint Gregory the Illuminator
On August 19 in the year of our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, 1964

In the Armenian Calendar year of 1413

On the Festival of the Transfiguration of the Holy — begotten.
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EARLY HISTORY

Armenians belong to the Indo-European
race, and are one of the oldest nations in the
world. They are as ancient as the Assyrians,
Babylonians, Jews, Persians, and Greeks. Their
antiquity is attested by ancient historians, such
as Herodotus, Xenophon, and Strabo, by the
cuneiform inscriptions of Van, and by those
lately discovered near Lake Sevan in Armenia.

Armenians call themselves Hai and their
country Haiastan, i.e., the country of the Hais.
This name is derived from their heroic ancestor,
Haik. Usully, the history of a nation has its
origin in legend; the same is true the Ar-
menians. Traditionally, the foundation of the
first Armenian dynasty dates as far back as the
middle of the third millenium B.C., when Haik
fought against the tyranny of Belus, the ruler
of Babylonia, and proved victorious.

CHAPTER 1l

THE ROLE OF ARMENIA

HISTORY

Armenians came to Asia from Europe. In
the eighth century B. C., they had advanced
eastward and settled in the region of Mt. Ararat,
which formed a part of the kingdom of Urartu,
and established their sovereignty. Later, their
territory stretched from the Caspian Sea to
Cilicia, and from the borders of Pontus in the
north to the valley of Tigris in the south, which
formed one great country, Armenia. King Tig-
ranes I, who reigned from 565 to 520 B.C., was
the ally of Cyrus, king of Persia, whom he
accompanied in his conquest of the city of Baby-
lon. Armenia is mentioned in the commemorative
relief of Behistun of Darius the Great. Xeno-
phon and his immortals depended on Armenians
as they made their way through Asia Minor,

Armenia’s history is better known at the
time of the extension of the Roman empire in
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the East, during the reign of Tigranes the Great
(95-55 B.C.). About him, Lucullus has said: “It
is but a few days’ journey from the country of
the Gabiri or Sebastia into Armenia, where
Tigranes, king of kings, is seated surrounded
with that power which has wrested Asia from
the Partians, which carries Grecian colonies
into Media, subdues Syria and Palestine, cuts
off the Seleucidae, and carries their wives and
daughters into captivity.” Alluding to Tigranes,
Cicero says: “He made the Republic of Rome
tremble before the prowess of his arms.”

Armenia is a mountainous country. The
highest peak, Mt. Ararat (about 17,000 feet)
on which the ark of Noah rested, is mentioned
in the Bible (II Kings, 19.37; Isaiah, 37.38; and
Jeremiah, 51.27). The land is very fertile. In
ancient times, the shores of Lake Van and the
valley of Araxes were famous for their orchards,
vineyards, and superabundant agricultural pro-
ducts. The country is also rich in minerals of all
kinds. Historians mention precious stones, gold,
silver, iron, copper, and salt mines. Armenia
produced carpets wollen fabrics, and embroid-
ered silks; its capital, Dwin, and the city of
Ashtishat were renowned for their textiles. Furs,
leather goods, arms, goldsmiths’ work, and other
handicrafts constituted the main exports of the
country. These products were represented in
all the important commercial markets of the
world with which the Armenian merchants car-
ried on a lucrative trade. Herodotus mentions
Armenian trade expeditions to Babylon. Armen-
lans were very rich; according to Strabo, they
had so much wealth that Tigranes was able to
pay Pompay the enormous sum of 6,000 talents
in silver,

The geographical position of Armenia has
been a decisive factor in the making of her his-
tory. The Armenian highlands, which rose like
a veritable fortress, the abundance of Armen-
ia’s natural resources, and the important cara-
van routes from India, Persia, and Babylonia
which passed through Armenia to the Black
Sea were considered to be of great importance
by her powerful neighbours — Medes, Persians,
Romans, Greeks, Byzantines, Arabs, and Turks
— and were always coveted by them. As a buffer
state between these world powers, Armenia,
though partitioned and vanquished, was never
completely subjugated, and for many centuries
kept her national autonomy. And at times when
entirely devastated, because of the coutinuous
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straggle for supremacy between the powers of
East and West, she was never despondent, but
set to work again and again to recover the lost
ground. This steadfastness and stubborn vitality
of the Armenians, together with their great fe-
cundity, enabled them to survive the repeated
devastations of their country.

As far back as the fifth century A.D., be-
cause of adverse circumstances which recurred
so often in Armenia, groups of Armenians,
mainly of noble families, emigrated to different
parts of the world. Some went eastwards and
settled mainly in Persia, India, and other eastern
countries. Others went to various parts of Asia
Minor, Syria, Egypt, Europe, and as far as Ame-
rica. Wherever they emigrated, they brought
with them knowledge, ingenuity, efficiency, en-
terprise and prosperity, and distinguished
themselves in the countries of their adoption.
The important Role played by them deserves
due consideration.
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IN THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE

Armenians exerted a decisive influence up-
on the destiny of the Byzantine empire through
a long period, especially from the sixth to the
eleventh century. Through the wise, intrepid,
and energetic Armenians, the Byzantine empire
became the Champion of Christian civilization
against the Mohammedan inroads. According to
Professor Adontz, “The military genius of By-
zantium was represented by generals who were
Armenian by birth and origin. ... In the tenth
century the Armenians were the rulers of the
empire and ... everywhere you could see only
Armenians”.

Emperors Maurice (582-602), Heraclius
(610-41), Philippicus Bardanes (711-13), Leo
V (813-20), Basil I (867-86), Romanus Lecapa-
nus (919-44), co-emperor with Constantine VII
Porphyrogenetus, John Tzimises (969-76), and
Basil II (976-1025), who upheld and consoli-
dated the empire, were all Armenians. These
emperors were also known as skilful military
leaders.

During the reign of Justinian, Artabanes, an
Armenian of royal descent, because of his high
position in the army, aspired to the imperial
throne. Valentinian, another Armenain, rebelled
against Constance II in 644 and attempted to
seize the throne. Some other Armenian usurpers
— Mjej Gnouni in 688, Artavazdes in 742,
Alexius Museles in 790, Bardanes in 803, and
Arsaber in 808 — held power for brief periods.
Armenians occupied the most important posi-
tions in the empire during the reign of Michael
III (842-67). He was the son of the Armenian
empress Theodora; his two uncles were very
renowned — Petronas led the imperial armies,
and Ceasar Bardas became the real ruler of the
empire from 856 to 866.

There were Armenian generals very dis-
tinguished for their conquest and military skill.
To mention only a few: Nerses, the renowned
general of Justinian, conquered Italy; other
famous generals of this period were the three
brothers, Isaac, Aratius, and Nerses. In the
eighth century, Tadjat Andsevatsi directed the
campaigns against the Bulgarians, and Arda-
vasdes Mamikonian subdued the Arabs in Cili-
cia. In the following century, Petronas and
Manuel Mamikonian were victorious in the great
campaigns against the Arabs. Most important
of all is John Curcuas (920-42), the greatest
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commander-in-chief against the Arabs, called
“a second Trajan or Belisarius”, whose “genius
brought in a new dawn on the eastern frontier”.

Armenians gave also numerous courageous
fighters to the imperial armies; their soldiers
were the main defenders of the eastern front
which was constantly menaced by the Saracens.
One of these frontier leaders was Mleh, who
fought the Arabs at the head of his own army,
occupied the castle of Lykandos, and assisted
John Curcuas in the capture of meletene. In the
western provinces of the empire, there were Ar-
menians holding highly distinguished positions.
Isaac was the exarch of Ravenna in the seventh
century, Gregory of Taron was the governor of
Thessalonica,; and Theodorakanos was the gov-
ernor of Philippopolis. During the reign of
Constantine VIII (1025-28). George, another
member of the Theodorakanos family, became
the governor of Samos, while another, Basil,
was captain of the Theme of Lombardy.

There were Armenian dignitaries in other
aspects of Byzantine life. The Hellenistic ren-
aissance in arts and sciences in the ninth cen-
tury, was achieved by the Armenians. Theodore,
from Lesser Armenia, became the patriarch
of Antioch in 752. John Grammaticus, the son
of Astronomer Tigranes, was patriarch of Con-
stantinople in the first half of the ninth century;
he was, at the same time, the intimate counsellor
of Emperor Leo V. Later, Theoghylactus, the
son of Lecapenus, was patriarch of Constant-
inople. Photius, one of the most illustrious
patriarchs of the Byzantine Church, was the
son of Irene, sister of Arsaber the Usurper.
Ceasar Bardas founded the first university in
Constantinople, and put it under the leadership
of an Armenian, Leo, a famous philosopher,
mathematician, and Hellenist.

There was also the great mass of Armenian
people who had settled in Constantinople and
other important cities; they, too, contributed
their important share in the handicrafts, indus-
tries, and the commercial enterprises of the em-
pire. The Armenians, who have an aptitude for
trade, were the richest and the most distin-
guished merchants. They travelled throughout
the empire engaging in commerce. They were
so numerous in Ravenna that a quarter in the
city was called Armenia.
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AS EMIGRANTS TO ASIAN, EUROPEAN
AND AFRICAN COUNTRIES,

In the eleventh century, the emigrations
increased due to Seljuk inroads. The Armen-
ians, after losing their independence, established
a new home in Cilicia, on the shores of the Me-
diterranean. In this region, strengthened by
new contingents, they founded a new kingdom
which lasted three centuries (1080-1375). This
Cilician kingdom is a great evidence of the
unique vitality and heroic spirit of the Armen-
ians; for after so many dire misfortunes, they
were able to migrate elsewhere and establish
and maintain a flourishing new kingdom among
many enemy nations. This kingdom gave sub-
stantial assistance to the Crusaders after their
long and terrible march across the Anatolian
plateau, and when passing through the gorges
of the Taurus mountains. Armenians delivered
the Crusaders from the horrors of famine
and pestilence, and from the Seljuk invasions.
Without their help, the Crusaders could not
have conquered the Holy Land. Pope Gregory
VIII was so pleased with the eminent services
rendered by them to the cause of Christendom
that, in the year 1304, he wrote: “When in
the past princes and Christian armies were
proceeding for the recovery of the Holy Land, no
nation and no people were so prompt or so full
of zeal as the Armenians to lend their aid,
whether in men, in horses, in provisions or in
council. With all their forces and with greatest
gallantry and fidelity, they came to the aid of
the Christian in their holy wars.”

The important role played by the Armen-
ians even under the terrible Turkish yoke is
astonishing. Despite the dreadful persecutions
and oppressions and the inhuman viciousness
perpetrated on them by the Turks, they had the
trade and the finance of the empire in their
hands. The manufacture of gunpowder and
the administrative services of the army were
also under their control. Several ministers, state
officials, scribes and interpreters were Armen-
ians. They rose to the highest offices in the em-
pire, including the grand vizierate. Just before
the First World War, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and that of Post and Telegraph were
likewise Armenians. On account of their intelli-
gence, ingenuity and knowledge, they were the
best craftsmen, builders and engineers, and
constructed the most beautiful mosques, edifices
and bridges. “That which is loosely styled ori-
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ental art,” says Ormanian, “is in a great meas-
ure the offspring of Armenian imagination and
genius.”

Armenian living in Persia too had promi-
nent positions. Some were the advisers of Shahs,
their ministers, and treasurers. The export of
rice, wool and dried fruits and the oil industry
were in their hands.

In the eleventh century, Armenians began
to migrate to Europe and settled in Crimea,
Poland, Hungary, Italy, Rumania, and other
places. They dwelt in important cities and made
them the centres of their activities and progress.
Many big workshops and magnificent edifices
and quarters belonged to them. They made note-
worthy contributions towards the prosperity of
the countries of their adoption. For instance,
in Transylvania they built two cities, Eliza-
bethopolis and Armenopolis. Besides famous
artisans, architects, merchants, grandees and
princes, two Armenian poets in Lwow, Simon
and Joseph Zimorovitch, brothers, won great
distinction in the seventeenth century. Vova
Voivoda Armeanul (1572-74).The Rumanian leg-
endary hero and conquerer of Mohammedans;
Spiritu Haret and Trancu Jassy, the renowned
ministers of finance; Vasile Conta, the distin-
guished philosopher; and Mihail Eminiscu, the
poet, were all of Armenians parentage. It will not
be out of place to mention here that Boghos
Shahriman, a commander of the Austrian army
during the days of Empress Maria Theresa, who
was noted “for his valour and bravery in the
military services of the Austrian empire"”, was
also an Armenian.

In the eleventh century, Armenians had
already settled in Egypt; during the Fatimid
reign, they had influential viziers who played
a prominent part in Egypt's political and mili-
tary life. “The prosperity which Egypt enjoyed,”
says the Arab historian P. K. Hitti, “under the
first two caliphs in Cairo, and later under the
two viziers of Armenian origin, is a prosperity
worthy of the Pharaonic or Alexandrian age.”
Mention should be made of the fact that the
regeneration of modern Egypt was through the
genius of an Armenian, Nubar Pasha. There
were other distinguished grandees also, such as
Murad Bey, Tigran Pasha, Artin Pasha and
Boghos Pasha.

Many Armenians became prominent and
outstanding in Tsarist Russia. In the nine-
teenth century, there were more than thirty












































































































































































































































































































































































































