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FORWARD

The massacre of Armenians in 1915 by the Ot-
toman Turkish government is an undeniable fact.
Historians, prominent government officials, the press
and people of goodwill have recorded the terrible
events as they occurred. These records represent a day
by day account of life and death of 1.5 million victims
of the first genocide of the 20th century. Despite
Turkey’s desperate efforts of historical distortion and
revisionism, the genocide cannot be undone, nor its
shame ignored or denied. No amount of conniving,
falsification of documents, destroying of records,
cover-up, or even bribery and blackmail, can absolve
Turkey of her terrible guilt.

The Turkish government devised a diabolic plan
“to solve the Armenian question” once and for all by
mass murder. In 1915, the plan was put into execution
and over a million Armenians perished. Armenians
lost their homeland in what today is called the eastern
provinces of Turkey. The scant remnants of survivors
scattered around the four corners of the globe.

The object of this publication is to present,
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once again, authentic documentation of the genocide,
not from Armenian sources, but by world-wide wit-
nesses. Primarily, it is a protest against atrocities
committed against a member of the human family that
had trusted its fate to the government of Turkey. But
above all, it is an endeavor to bring a proper perspect-
ive to history. It is an endeavor to put the powers to
be on notice that appeasing the usurpers encourages
further atrocities against those who, more than the
predator, need the protection of great powers. Be-
cause, there will be no peace in our world until those
oppressed nations attain freedom and recover what
historically belongs to them.

Turkey has mobilized its entire state machinery —
educational, economic, political, diplomatic -
toward an extensive campaign of denial, This cover
up is tantamount to a second crime, a perpetual crime
as ignominious as the genocide itself.

In short, it is the intent of this book to subpoena
the Turkish government to the tribunal of public opi-
nion and let the world condemn Turkey for its barbaric
acts against the Armenian nation,

THE EDITORS
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIF ORNIA

A PROCLAMATION
by the Governor of the State of California

WHEREAS. as Americans we can appreciate the many freedoms and
opportunities we are fortunate to be blessed with: and

WHEREAS. many of our ancestors suffered through paralyzing trauma
and devastating hardships so that we, their children. would have the oppor-
tunity to bulld a future of hope and prosperity: and

WHEREAS, the Armenian people endured unparalleled tragedy as they
struggied under the oppression of the Ottoman Turks in the early part of
this century: and

WHEREAS., approximately 1.5 million Armenians were killed by the
brutal, systematic massacres ordered by the Turkish government: and

WHEREAS, In spite of this horrible genocide. history repeated itsell
in the genocides of the Jewish people in Nazi Germany and most recently in
Cambodia: and

WHEREAS, each year people of Armenian heritage solemnly observe
April 24 as a Day of Remembrance to pay tribute to the strength and courage
of their forebearers: and

WHEREAS. this observance is not only in memory of the past. but a
reminder and admonishment that we must not allow history to repeat itself
in this way again:

NOW. THEREFORE. |. GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Governor of the State of
California. do hereby proclaim April 24. 1985. as a State Day of Remiembrance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hercunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be aflixed
this 20th day of March 1985

Governor of li_‘nlll’cnmm2

ATTEST:
Secretary of Siairl
f'z"-l..-u.'u
Ly Secretary ol Spate
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R.G. 59, B67.4016/58

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

From Constantinople
Dated April 27, 1915
Recd. April 28, 10:30 A.M.

Secretary of State,
Washington.

608 April 27, 4 P.M.
Confidential.

Over hundred Armenians of better class were arrested ostensibly
to prevent revolutionary propaganda. Among the number is Leon
Chirinigon a naturalized citizen of Persian origin whose American
citizenship Is recognized by the Sublime porte. Have taken up matter.
Their lives are probably not in danger but they are being deported to
the interior. Movement against Armenians forms part of concerted
movement against all non-Turkish and non-Union-and-Progress
elements and indications exist that it will be followed by action
against Zionists. Have also received unfavorable reports about Arme-
nians in interfor provinces. Colleagues and | are (*) strong efforts to
prevent excesses and stop the movement.

AMERICAN AMBASSADOR CONSTANTINOPLE

(*) Apparent omission.
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R.G. 59, 867.4016/59

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

From Constantinople.
Dated April 30, 1915.
Rec'd 8:30 AM. May 1.

Secretary of State,
Washington, D.C.
614. April 30, 4 P.M.
Confidential

Your 626. May 608.

Continued reports of persecutions, plunder and massacres of
Armenians in certain parts of empire had been received. Strong
representaions were made by Armenian patriarch, Itallan Am-
bassador, Bulgarian Minister and myself. Minister of War, to justify
movement against Armenians, stated to me that Russian Armenians
were responsible for destroying with bombs public buildings and
post-office at Van, of which city they were in possession for twelve
days. He declared that authorities feared similar attacks by
Dashnagists in common council, therefore number of Armenians
there had been deported, It is stated that while Armenians were in
possession of Van, the Turkish Governor-General, brother-in-law of
the Minister of War, was attacked and wounded and that later he
died of the wounds. As traveling in the eastern provinces has been
stopped practically and all correspondence is under strict censorship
it is impossible to know how true the reports or statements are. From
a report received today from Consul at Aleppo it appears that the
Turkish authorities are treating Armenian population of Zeitoun and
Marash with incredible severity and on account of the doings of some
deserters are deporting and scattering a large number of the inno-
cent population. Will forward copy of the report.

Apparently these measures are part of the campaign of repres-
sion against non-Turkish and non-Union-and-Progress elements and
organizations. This campaign may be executed however by the
officials in remote regions with greater severity than the cabinet
desires. The Grand Vizier, Minister of War and the Minister of the In-
terior have promised that no general massacres or excesses will oc-
cur and that a number of Armenians who were not Dashnagists and
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were arrested by mistake will be released. Arranged with Italian Am-
bassador this morning to call on the Grand vizier and make further
strong representations for the protection of Armenians and other
non-Moslems.

American Ambassador,
Constantinople.

R.G. 59.867.4016/7

American Embassy,
Constantinople
Strictly Confidential
No. 310
The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington.
May 25, 1915.

Sir:

I have the honor to bring to your notice, certain aspects of policy
adopted by the present Government toward the Armenian com-
munity. The sharp oscillations in the treatment to which it has been
subjected since the Turkish Revolution have taken a markedly un-
favorable turn by reason of the War. The fact is that the present Ot-
toman Government no longer count on the Armenians as loyal to
them. The hardships and oppression the Armenians have suffered in
recent years, compared with the more favorable treatment received
in Russia has caused them not unnaturally to contrast their lot with
that of their co-religionists there. The first glamor of the constitu-

~ tional era here soon disappeared, while the recollection of the Adana

Massacre in 1909 is still fresh in their minds. It is therefore not
unlikely to suppose that the great majority of the Armenians in com-
mon with all non-Moslem communities, as well as many Turks

- ardently hope for a change in Government. Between the wish and

the ability to realize this there lies, however, a wide gulf. Apart from

~ the mountainous region in Eastern Armenia, and the Zeitoun

district, North of Alexandretta, the Armenians no more than other
dissatisfied communities, possess the means or the determination to
give expression to their wishes. In the Zeitoun, where a few tried to
escape from military service a movement of savage repression has
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lately been carried out. Its details are in great part ignored here, but
enough is known (See Dispatch from Mr. Consul Jackson of April
21st) to make it certain that entire villages have been destroyed, with
the invariable accompaniments of murder, rape and pillage. A more
systematic policy than has been customary in the past, appears to
have been pursued, in the wholesale deportation of the population.
Only the other day, | received word (see Enclosure No. 1. letter from
Dr. Dodd) of the arrival of 4000 homeless refugees from this district
at Konia, where they find themselves in the most pitiable state. Our
Red Cross relief which was proferred, was refused by the Turkish
authorities who announced that the refugees will be distributed in
the neighboring country. The policy pursued in this case appears to
be one of breaking up a compact Armenian community which had
hitherto been able to preserve a certain liberty owing to living in
mountain vastnesses, and by wholesale deportation which must
deprive them of their ordinary means of livelihood locating them
among purely Turkish villages where those who survive their ill-
treatment need no longer be feared by the Government.

In the Eastern regions of the Empire although news is extremely
scarce and unreliable, it would seem as if an Armenian insurrection
to help the Russians had broken out at Van. Thus a former deputy
here, one Pastermajian who had assisted our proposed railway con-
cessions some years ago, is now supposed to be fighting the Turks
with a legion of Armenian volunteers. These insurgents are said to be
in possession of a part of Van and to be conductiong a guerrilla warfare
in a country where regular military operations are extremely difficult.
To what extent they are organized or what successes they have gain-
ed it is impossible for me to say: their numbers have been variously
estimated but none puts them at less than ten thousand and twenty-
five thousand is probably closer to the truth. At all events, these do-
ings have not unnaturally cast suspicion on the peaceful Armenian
communities elsewhere and notably in the capital. Partly because of
the suspicion that these are in connivance with the insurgents, part-
ly because of the policy to destroy all vestiges of organization other
than its own, the Government as | telegraphed you lately, has pro:
ceeded to the arrest and exile of several hundred Armenians in this
city. In the towns of the interior similar repressive measures have
been undertaken, while the same carried out in Armenian villages by
brutal :subordinates have doubtless given rise to excesses. | do not
believe that as yet there have been any massacres on a large scale,
but the repression and the coercive measures employed have un-
doubtedly been responsible for some loss of life. They have been
brutal enough to alarm a nervous and excitable population who are
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A loaf of bread meant life. Without bread, many hundreds of thousands of
Armenians slowly died of starvation. UPI
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prone moreover to give credence to startling reports. It is very dif-
ficult by reason of circumstances which the Department will ap-
preciate to investigate the truth of the rumors of real or proposed
massacres which constantly reach our ears. Correspondence with
the interior is practically stopped or else written with a view to the
censor's eye. Travel is permitted only exceptionally and takes place
with great difficulty. The Armenians in common with everyone not
in sympathy with the ruling party. are afraid of expressing
themselves. Even if they dared do so, they have not the means of
making heard their complaints. The Government invariably denies
these or invests them with a totally different complexion. We hear at
times through our Missionaries in the interior, but the difficulties
and dangers of correspondence are so great as to render their news
only fragmentary and occasional.

The situation is one of mutual fear. Fear on the part of the Arme-
nians who recall the past massacres and fear on the part of the
Government at alleged or dreaded conspiracies. Their distrust of all
non-Moslems which may often be more apparent than real in order
to create rifts in the population has recently been manifested in
various ways. In the army they have for the most part been disarmed
in common with the Greek soldiers and employed in manual employ-
ment. Here a most stringent regulation compelling all inhabitants to
deliver their weapons to the authorities under penalty of death, has |
understand, been applied differently in the case of Moslems who
have been authorized to retain their arms. The recent expulsion
measures against the non-Moslem inhabitants of the Bosphorus
have caused grave hardships to an eminently peaceful community.
Hardly a day passes without hearing of some new measures of vexa-
tion. Short of the actual taking of life, of which there appear as vet to
have been but few cases, the period we are traversing is one of very
severe repression. Those out of sympathy with the Committee of
Union and Progress, describe it as a reign of terror. It is a situation
which at a time like this when restraining elements are few may easi-
ly lead to the most serious and the saddest consequences.

I have the honor to be, Sir.

Your obedient servant,
(Signed) H. MORGENTHAU
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

R.G. 59.867.4016/67 From Paris,
Dated May 28, 1915
Recd. 8 P.M.
Secretary of State,
Washington.

796, May 28th, 11 A.M.

Foreign Office note just received transmits a communication re-
questing that it be notified urgently to Ottoman government as
follows:

""May 24th. For about a month the Kurd and Turkish population
of Armenia has been massacring Armenians with the connivance
and often assistance of Ottoman autorities, Such massacres took
place in middle April (?) at Erzerum, Dertchun, Eguine, Akn (Van),
Bitlis, Mouch, Sassoun, Zeitoun, and throughout Cilicia. Inhabitants
of about one hundred villages near Van were all murdered. In that ci-
ty Armenian quarter is besieged by Kurds. At the same time in Con-
stantinople Ottoman government ill treats inoffensive Armenian
population. In view of these new crimes of Turkey against humanity
and civilization the Allied governments announce publicly to the
Sublime Porte that they will hold personally responsible for these
crimes all members of the Ottoman government and those of their
agents who are implicated in such massacres'’

SHARP

R.G. 59.867.4016/85
Copy for Department
AMERICAN CONSULATE
TREBIZOND TURKEY. June 28, 1915

Honorable Henry Morgenthau,
American Ambassador,
Constantinople,

Sir:

I have the honor to enclose herewith for the information of the
Embassy a copy of the proclamation which has been posted up in
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public places by the local authorities notifying the Armenians that
within five days from its date, namely, on Thursday, July lst, the en-
tire Armenian population of Trebizond and vicinity including men.
women and children will be obliged to turn over to the government
such property as they cannot take with them and start for the in-
terior, probably for Eldjezireh or Mosul where they will remain until
the end of the war. Upon their return after the war their goods will be
returned to them.

It is impossible to convey an idea of the consternation and
despair the publication of this proclamation has produced upon the
people. I have seen strong, proud, wealthy men weep like children
while they told me that they had given their boys and girls to Persian
and Turkish neighbors. I know of one Armenian woman who is not
in Dr. Crawford's house who has become insane and two other such
cases are reported in the same vicinity. Many are providing
themselves with poison which they will take in case the order is not
rescinded.

At the present time there are no means of transportation
available. All horses, wagons and vehicles have been requisitioned
for military purposes and the only way for these people to go is on
foot, a journey of sixty days or more. At this season of the year in the
heat and dust it is simply impossible for women and children and old
men to start on such a journey. Even a strong man without the
necessary outfit and food would be likely to perish on such a trip.

As [ am not permitted to use the cipher code it does not seem
best to send an open telegram to the Embassy on this subject, but I
have talked with my Austro-Hungarian colleague who has the
privilege to use a code and have requested him to express my hearty
concurrence with him in urging that some measures be taken at
Constantinople to secure a withdrawal of this order if possible or at
least a modification so as to spare the old men, women and children
from such a journey which would mean their certain destruction.

I called upon the Governor General and asked if some exceptions
could not be made and he read to me the enclosed proclamation
which he thereupon handed to me saying that he was obliged to
follow the text of the proclamation. He assured me however that he
had telegraphed to Constantinople asking that an exception be made
for Armenians in official positions which I told him | hoped would in-
clude the two consular cavasses and clerk who are Armenians.

I enclose a copy of the ""Meshveret", dated Sunday, June 27th,
which is the official organ of the government published in Trebizond.
It contains an article in regard to excesses said to have been commit-
ted by Armenians and Greeks upon the family of a Turkish Emam
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(Priest) at Erganess. Whether it is true or not it is an unfortunate
thing to publish here just at this juncture. I have been informed fur-
thermore that there are no Greeks whatever in that section of the
country, which would seem to throw doubt upon the whole story.

The people are hopeless but are making preparations to start on
the perilous journey. I trust that before the date of departure some
modification may be secured.

As there is not time to make translations of the two Turkish
enclosures before the mail closes I send them without translations.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) OSCAR S. HEYIZER
American Consul

Enclosures: As stated.

AMERICAN CONSULATE

Aleppo, Syria, June 28, 1915

The Honorable

Henry Morgenthau,
American Ambassador,
Constantinople, Turkey.

Sir:

I have the honor to quote the following from a communication
dated the 14 instant received from Rev. F. H. Leslie, of Ourfa, viz:

*“I wish to inform you of conditions here. They are very bad and
daily getting worse. | suppose that the Maynards told you of the hor-
rible things taking place in Diarbekir. Just such a reign of terror has
begun in this city also. Daily the police are searching the houses of
the Armenians for weapons, and not finding any, they are taking the
best and most honorable men and imprisoning them: some of them
they are exiling, and others they are torturing with red hot irons to
make them reveal the supposedly concealed weapons. Four weeks
ago they exiled fifteen men and their families sending them to the
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desert city of Rakka, three days journey south of here. Among these
men our own native assistant business manager, Soghomon Knad-
jian, who has been a trusted and tried and faithful servant of the
American Mission here for twenty years and a most loyal subject of
the Sultan. With Mr. Gracey gone and no experienced help becides
this man it has been impossible for me to continue the mission work
since he was taken. I personally went to the Mutessarif and offered to
be surety for Knadjian. agreeing to deliver him over to the Govern-
ment at any time that they asked for him, if they would allow him to
return and continue his work in the Mission, but met with a
courteous refusal. The Gendarmery Department seems to have full
control of affairs and the Mutessarif upholds them. They are now
holding about a hundred of the best citizens of the city in prison, and
today the Gendarmery chief called the Armenian Bishop and told
him that unless the Armenians deliver their arms and the revolu-
tionists among them, that he has orders to exile the entire Armenian
population of Ourfa, as they did the people of Zeitoun. We know how
the latter were treated for hundreds of them have been dragged
through Ourfa on their way to the desert whither they have been exil-
ed. These poor exiles were mostly women, children and old men, and
they were clubbed and beaten and lashed along as though they had
been wild animals, and their women and girls were daily criminally
outraged both by their guards and the ruffians of every village
through which they passed as the former allowed the latter to enter
the camp of the exiles at night and even distributed the girls among
the villagers for the night. These poor victims of their oppressors’
lust and hate might better have died by the bullet in their mountain
home than be dragged about the country in this way. About two
thousand of them have passed through Ourfa, all more dead than
alive: many hundreds have died from starvation and abuse along the
roadside, and nearly all are dying of starvation, thirst, of being kid-
napped by the Anaza Arabs in the desert where they have been
taken. We know how they are being treated because our Ourfa exiles
are in the same place and one young Armenian doctor who was there
making medical examination of soldiers for the Government has
returned and told us™.

“Now this is the fate which is in store for the Ourfa Armenians
also unless some one delivers them. Having seen how the Zeitoun ex-
iles have been treated the Ourfa Armenians have said they will never
submit to exile but will die in their homes instead. and who can
blame them? We greatly fear that the cruel persecuting attitude of
the Gendermary in seizing. beating and torturing the people will
drive some of them to such desperation that they will resist, and that
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Innocent victims of the genocide In the Syrian deserts
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will surely provoke a general massacre. Up to date the Armenian
Bishop and Protestant pastors have been most earnest and suc-
cessful in keeping the young men especially under restraint and this
has prevented any outburst thus far, but as the Government is daily
taking the wisest and best leaders of the people and imprisoning
them there are few left to restrain the others. The officers of the
Government told the Armenian Bishop plainly that unless they
delivered their arms the Armenians here would be destroyed,
but the people fear to deliver their arms for they remember that
in 1895 the Government made all the Christians deliver their arms
and as soon as they had done so, the Moslems fell upon the Christ-
ians and killed six thousand of them in two days. Now if the Gov-
ernment would make the Moslems give up their weapons also
the Christians would cheerfully deliver theirs, but the Govern-
ment is not taking weapons from the Moslems. Ourfa is not a
revolutionary center and never has been. The people here have
always been loyal to the Government and have never resisted, not
even when they were butchered like sheep. Why the local Govern-
ment persists in persecuting a population that has always had a good
record for loyalty is very strange. There is no revolutionary organiza-
tion here; there may be thirty or forty men of revolutionary beliefs,
but there has been no propaganda and no organization. Can you
report this matter to the Embassy? Perhaps the German and
American Embassies together can change the attitude of the Govern-
ment towards the Christians.™

Trusting that the foregoing will prove of interest to the Embassy,

I have the honor etc. etc. (Signed): Jackson




R.G. 59,867.401672
July 10, 1915

The Reverend James L. Barton,
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.
14 Beacon Street. Boston, Massachusetts.

Sir:

The Department herewith transmits to you for your information
a copy of a dispatch, dated May 12th, from the American Consul at
Aleppo, Syria. on the subject of the deportation of Armenians. This
dispatch is sent you at the suggestion of the American Consul at
Aleppo. who, however, in his dispatch to the Department, after sug-
gesting the transmission of this dispatch to you, adds: ""Conditions
here are such that it would not be wise to give any publicity of the
writer's name"’.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
Enclosure; From AICPPO Consul ROBERT LANSING
May 12, 1915
867.4016/72
3 P/P1
R.G. 59, 867.4016/93 AMERICAN EMBASSY
Constantinople
July 13, 1915

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington.

Sir:
Supplementing my dispatch of June 26, 1915, (867.4016%80)

~ with reference to the Armenian Situation, | have the honor to enclose
herewith copies, in duplicate, of a dispatch on the same subject
received from the American Consul at Trebizond.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Enclosure: copies in duplicate Your obedient servant,
dated June 30, 1915 (Signed) H. MORGENTHAU
31




R.G. 59, 867.4016/92 AMERICAN EMBASSY
Constantinople

July 13, 1915

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington.

Sir: y
I have the honor to enclose herewith for the information of the
Department copies, in duplicate, of a dispatch received from the
American Consul at Aleppo, dated June 28, 1915, embodying a
report prepared by Rev. F.H. Leslie, relative to the condition of the
Armenians in Qurfa.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Enclosure: copies in duplicate Your obedient servant,
dated June 28, 1915. (Signed) H. MORGENTHAU

TELEGRAM SENT
Department of State,

R.G. 59. 867.4016/74 Washington, July 15 (16). 1915

Amembassy,
Constantinople.

Your 841, July tenth. Department approves your procedure in
pleading with Turkish Minister of Interior and Minister of War to stop
Armenian persecution and in attempting to enlist sympathies of Ger-
man and Austrian Ambassadors in this cause. The Department can
offer no additional suggestions relative to this most difficult situation
other than that you continue to act as in the past. Have any native
born American citizens or any naturalized American citizens entitl-
ed to protection under American statutes received injuries during

this trouble?

(Signed) LANSING
867.4016/74
3 P/PI
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Copy. AMERICAN CONSULATE
No. 333. Aleppo, August 3, 1915.

"DEPORTATION OF ARMENIANS"

The Honorable

Henry Morgenthau,
American Ambassador,
Constantinople,

Sir:

I have the honor to report as follows concerning the attitude of
the Turkish Government towards the Armenians in this vicinity and
the hinterland:

Ever since the destruction of certain government buildings in
Van by the Armenians in April last. the Turkish Government has
been taking the most drastic measures against the Armenians in all
this part of the Empire. The idea of direct attack and massacre that
was carried out in former times has been altered somewhat, in that
the men and boys have been deported from their homes in great
numbers and disappeared en route, and later on the women and
children have been made to follow. For some time stories have
prevalent from travelers arriving from the interior of the killing of the
males, of great numbers of bodies along the roadsides, and the
floating in the Euphrates river; of the delivery to the Kurds by the
gendarmes accompanying the convoys of women and children of all
the younger members of the parties, of unthinkable outrages com-
mitted by gendarmes and Kurds, and even the killing of many of the
victims. At first these stories were not given much credence, but as
many of the refugees are now arriving in Aleppo, no doubt longer re-
mains of the truth of the matter. August 2nd about 800 middle aged
and old women, and children under the age of 10 years arrived afoot
from Diarbekir, after 45 days en route, and in the most pitiable con-
dition imaginable. They report the taking of all the young women
and girls by the Kurds, the pillageing even of the last bit of money
and other belongings, of starvation, of privation, and hardship of
every description. Their deplorable condition bears out statements
in every detail.

I am informed that 4500 persons were sent from Sughurt to Ras
-ul-Ain, over 2000 from Mezireh to Diarbekir, and that all the cities of
Bitlis, Mardin. Mossoul, Severek. Malatia, Besne, etc. have been
depopulated of Armenians, the men and boys and many of the
women killed, and the balance scattered throughout the country. If
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this is true of which there is little doubt, even the latter must natural-
ly die of fatigue, hunger and disease, The Governor of Der-el-Zor, on
the Euphrates river, and who is now in Aleppo, says there are 15,000
Armenian refugees in that city. Children are frequently sold to pre-
vent starvation as the Government furnishes practically no sub-
sistence. The following statistics show the number of families and
persons arriving in Aleppo, places from whence deported, and
number sent further on up to and including July 30.

Where from Families Persons  Sent away
Cheuk-Merzemen (Dortyol) 400 2109 734
Ojakli 115 537 137
Euzerli 116 593 173
Hassanbayli 187 1118 514
Harni 84 528 34
Karspazar 51 340

Hadjin 592 3988 1025
Roumlou 51 388 296
Shar 150 1112 357
Sis 231 1317

Bagche 13 68

Dengala 126 804

Drtadli 12 104

Zeytoun 5 8

Tarpouz 22 97

Albustan 10 44

Total 2165 13255 3270

2100 Persons more arrived since the above figures were compll-

ed.
Now all Armenians have been ordered deported from the cities of
Aintab, Mardin, Killis, Antioch, Alexandretta, Kessab, and all the
smaller towns in Aleppo province, estimated at 60,000 persons. It is
natural to suppose that they will suffer the fate of those that have
gone before, and which are appalling to contemplate. The results are
that as 90 percent of the commerce of the interior is in the hands of
the Armenians, the country is facing ruin. The great bulk of business
being done on credit, hundreds of prominent business men other
than Armenians face bankruptcy. There will not be left in the places
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evacuated a single tanner, moulder, blacksmith, tailor, carpenter,
clay worker, weaver, shoemaker, jeweler, pharmacist, doctor,
lawyer, or any of the other professional or tradesmen with very few
exceptions, and the country will be left in a practically helpless state.

The important American religious and educational institutions
are losing their professors, teachers, helpers, and students, and even
the orphanages are to be emptied of the hundreds of children
therein, and which ruins the fruits of 50 years of untiring effort in
this field. The Government officials in a mocking way ask what the
Americans are going to do with these establishments now that the
Armenians are being done away with. Aleppo city is expected to be
next to suffer.

The situation is becoming more critical daily as there is no tell-
ing where this thing will end. The Germans are being blamed on
every hand, for if they have not directly ordered this wholesale
slaughter (for it is nothing less than the extermination of the Arme-
nian race) they at least condone it. Private German individuals open-
ly approve the whole scheme and condemn the Armenians on every
occasion.

American Missionaries at Diarbekir and Mardin have had their
premises searched, and Dr. Smith and family at the former place
were expelled from the country via Beirut. The Americans at Mardin
solicit the presence of a Consular officer, saying the situation is
dangerous for them. Mr. R.C. Hill, of Aintab, and wife, Miss Kate E.
Ainslie, of Marash, and Rev. Maynard, of Diarbekir, all had their bag-
gage searched while en route from the interior to the coast.

The Turkish military officials maintain a press-bureau and col-
lect the news from all points concerning matters in Turkey, and have
hinted to the writer that it would be well to keep his pen quiet. Conse-
quently as we have several hundred Europeans under our protection
in Ourfa and Aleppo. it Is suggested this communication be treated
accordingly.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed): J.B. Jackson.

Consul.

Copy forwarded to the Department of State.
840.1
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COPY

Ourfa, Mesopotamia,
August, 6, 1915.

My dear Consul Jackson,

The situation in this city is very dangerous and daily getting
worse. The feeling between the Moslems and Christians is very bitter
and is at present almost at the breaking point, and we have no
government here. Fourteen “volunteers” from Stamboul (lately
come from Diarbekir) have terrorized the governor, the gendarmery
commander, the martial law examining commision and all the other
chief officers of the local government so that they dare not move to
protect the Christian population or to oppose the will of these
murderers who now have everything under their control. They are
nightly seizing the best and most prominent Christian citizens and
after a period in prison here sending them on to that death-trap
Diarbekir.

For six weeks we have witnessed the most terrible cruelties in-
flicted upon the thousands of Christian exiles who have been daily
passing through our city from the northern cities. All tell the same
story and bear the same scars: their men were all killed on the first
day's march from their cities, after which the women and girls were
constantly robbed of their money, bedding, clothing, and beaten,
criminally abused and abducted along the way. Their guards forced
them to pay even for drinking from the springs along the way and
were their worst abusers but also allowed the baser element in every
village through which they passed to abduct the girls and women
and abuse them. We not only were told these things but the same
things occurred right here in our own city before our very eyes and
openly on the streets. The poor weak women and children died by
thousands along the road and in the khans where they were confined
here. There must be no less than five hundred abducted girls now in
the homes of the Moslems of this city and as many more have been
sexually abused and turned out on the streets again. They have even
abused these girls openly on the streets and before the eyes of the
foreigners. These are the conditions in the city to which the wives
and daughters of the belligerents are being sent.

Moreover the situation here is dangerous. The Ourfa Christians
seeing and knowing very well what has happened to these other ex-
iles are not in a mood to accept exile themselves, and if it is attemp-
ted they may resist. Resistance, even of a few, will certainly mean a
massacre and then all the Christians, foreigners as well, are in
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danger. Fully one half of the internees are living in native houses in
the city where they will be exposed in case the above happens. The
situation is critical. The Moslems have even hinted at taking the
wives and daughters of some of the internees. Not being officially
recognized I cannot protect them. I earnestly beg of you to send Vice-
Consul Edelman here immediately for the protection of the internees
and to do anything possible together with the German Consul to per-
suade the military commander of this district to protect the Christian
population here and prevent their exile.

Unless the Vice-Consul comes | cannot handle this work nor re-
main here much longer. No less an official than Mr. Edelman ought
to come.

We are in great need of money for the internees. Please send by
the Vice-Consul. The German missionaries are sending this same in-
formation about conditions to their consul.

Yours faithfully,
Signed: F. H. Leslie

R.G. 59,867.4016/147

AMERICAN CONSULATE
Aleppo, Syria, August 10, 1915.

Subject: ARMENIAN TROUBLES IN OURFA.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington.

Sir:

I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of my dispatch No.
341, of even date, to the Embassy regarding Armenian troubles in
Ourfa.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) J.B. JACKSON
Consul.
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FOREWARD

The author of the present work, Mr. Aram Andonian, is one of
the Armenian intellectuals who were arrested and exiled from Con-
stantinople on Saturday, April 11, 1915, without any trial and with
no sentence except the decision of a committee.

Mr. Aram Andonian, who had been appointed Military Censor at
the time of the mobilisation, was arrested in Constantinople on the
accusation of having conveyed news of the murder of Sahag Vartab-
ed, Bishop of Shabin Karahissar, and of the massacre at Seghert, to
the Armenian Patriarchate. He had been betrayed by a Turkish of-
ficial. The Military Tribunal at Constantinople had not been able to
prove this accusation, but as the suspicion against him remained, he
was dismissed from his post and sent to the Labour Battalion to do
hardship duty. He succeeded in escaping. but was arrested and
driven with others to be sent to Diarbekir.

To be exiled to Diarbekir was equivalent to a death sentence, as
it was understood that those condemned to exile in that place were to
be murdered before reaching their pretended destination, and any
Turkish official, gendarme or policeman, in fact, any Mussulman,
was [ree to do away with them at any suitable point. Among those
murdered en route were three Armenian members of the Turkish
Parliament—Zohrab, Vartkes and Dr. Daghavarian. When the real
meaning of a sentence of banishment to Diarbekir became known,
Mardin was substituted for Diarbekir, and then exiles to Mardin were
murdered on the way.

On the way to Diarbekir, Mr. Andonian broke his leg, and they
were obliged to cast him into a hospital, where he remained until the
wholesale deportations began, when he was one of those that were
driven to Der Zor. Then, after a series of escapes and re-arrests, he
finally reached Aleppo, where he was again arrested, but was
rescued by friends, who managed to obtain a permit for his tem-
porary residence in the town.
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INTRODUCTION

SEARCH the blood-stained annals of the Ottoman Empire and
nothing comparable to the atrocities of the past five years can be
found. The awful story of the extermination of men, women and
children by the direct order of the Turkish Government is beyond
words. For cold and bestial cruelty the names of Enver and Talaat
are condemned to eternal infamy.

Readers of this significant Memoir must form, as | have done,
their own conclusions.

We know the horrible facts. It is well to know also how and by
whom the massacres were organised and perpetrated.

It is right to note that even their instruments sometimes showed
pity and that some Turkish officials are good and humane men.

But for the Turkish Government the strongest words are ineffec-
tive. If there is anything in the modern conception of duty and
justice, the Treaty that has yet to come must rescue once and for all
the survivors of this Christian nation from the unutterable misdo-
ings of the “"Sublime Porte.”

GLADSTONE.

December 24, 1919,
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THE MEMOIRS OF
NAIM BEY

I BELIEVE that the history of the Armenian deportations and
massacres, which have rendered the name of Turk worthy of eternal
malediction on the part of all humanity, has no parallel in any record
of inhuman deeds written until this day. In whatever corner of the
wide territories of Turkey one may look, whatever dark ravine one
may investigate, thousands of Armenian corpses and skeletons will
be found, slaughtered and mutilated in the most cruel manner.

I had as yet not had anything to do with the work of deportation.
I was a secretary in the employment of the Tobacco Regie at Ras-ul-
Ain. I saw a caravan outside the village, by the riverside, composed
of hundreds of miserable women and children. They used to come to
the village every morning to beg. Some of them carried water, and
tried to live on the crust of bread which they earned in that way.

It was summer as yet. They could shelter themselves in the clefts
of some rock or mound, but, when the winter came, one could hear
the moaning of those that were dying of cold and hunger all through
the stillness of the long night. The Circassians of the village heard
them too, but those dying moans touched neither their hearts nor
their consciences.

I shall never forget that night. 1 was at the house of the
Kaimakam: a storm was raging outside: within ten minutes’ walk
from where we were we could hear the sobs and moans of those
unhappy people outside, exposed to the fury of the elements. The
Kaimakam, Yousouf Zia Bey, was a very good, kind-hearted man.
We went out together to the house of an Agha, and to one or two
other places, whence we managed to get hold of two or three tents,
With the help of ten or fifteen gendarmes, and some of the people, we
succeeded in pitching the tents, so that the poor victims might have
some sort of shelter. Their death was a pitiful thing to behold: but an
infinitely more heartrending scene took place when the dogs began
to devour the corpses.

These were the remnants of the unhappy Armenian populations
of Sivas, Diarbekir and Kharput. About one million inhabitants were
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being transferred from five or six provinces. By the time they arrived
at the place of exile destined for them, there were hardly a hundred
or a hundred and fifty women and children left in each caravan,
which meant that they were slaughtered as they were brought along,

1 came to Aleppo. As luck would have it, Abdullahad Nouri Bey,
who had arrived three or four days before as Representative of the
General Deportations Committee, appointed me his Chief Secretary.

Althrough 1 had seen things with my own eyes while | was at
Ras-ul-Ain, 1 had not been able to understand the purpose of those
crimes. | only grasped their nature and spirit afterwards. Every time
I recorded the secret orders given in cipher documents I trembled. A
great nation was sentenced to death with its women and babies.

First the Government decided that the deported Armenians
should be driven to Maara, Bab, and other outlying destricts of Alep-
po, and then orders were given that “the destination of the Arme-
nians is around the river Khan Zor (near Der Zor)."”

One day the following telegram came from the Minister of the In-
terior—

“The purpose of sending away Certain People' is to safeguard
the welfare of our fatherland for the future, for wherever they may
live they will never abandon their seditious ideas, so we must try to
reduce their numbers as much as possible.”

This telegram arrived in November 1915. Eight days afterwards,
without even being ratified by the Governor-General. it was given to
Abdullahad Nouri Bey. The very same evening at 11.30 (Turkish
time) the superintendent of the deportees, Eyoub Bey, and the head
of the gendarmerie, Emin Bey, hurried to the Government offices to
see Nouri Bey. Nouri Bey at once showed them the telegram he had

. received, and they were together for about an hour. The subject of
their conversation was the method of exterminating the Armenians.
Eyoub Bey was for openly exterminating them. but Abdullahad

. Nouri Bey, who was a very cunning man, disapproved of this plan.

His idea was that it would be better to expose the Armenian

deportees to want and to the rigour of the winter; killing them in this
way would serve in the future as evidence to prove the story that
they had died a natural death.

Till then the gendarmes had not interfered with affairs concern-
ing deportees in Aleppo. But now the gendarmerie began to co-
operate with the police.

| 1. In all the official communications regarding the deportations and massacres,
as well as other similar operations, the designation “certain people” is used for
the Armenians,
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Very soon great activity began in Aleppo. The deportees crowded
into the districts of Garma and Kilis, and around Aleppo they were
sent in companies to Akterim, and from there to Bab. And it turned
out exactly as the officials had anticipated. Every day news reached
us of hundreds of deaths, through hunger, cold and sickness.

Eyoub Bey went to Azaz. On his return he went in great glee to
the seat of government. He told how he had burnt the tents. Bab was
crowded. Typhus was making ravages everywhere. The Kaimakam
and the officials charged with the work of deportation sent reports of
deaths every day. Death did not only strike the Armenians: it
slaughtered the native population as well.

One day | said to Abdullahad Nouri Bey: "Bey Effendi. let us
relax the deportation of the Armenians a little, for in this way death
is threatening the whole of Mesopotamia. None but devils will remain
in those wide stretches of land. The Kaimakam of Ras-ul-Ain is mak-
ing painful communications about this."”

Nouri Bey laughed.

“My boy.” he said. "in this way we rid ourselves of two
dangerous elements at once. Is it not the Arabs who are dying with
the Armenians? Is it a bad thing? The road for Turkey's future will
be cleared!”

[ listended. This fearful answer made me tremble,

What was it that encouraged the man to continue so boldly and
fearlessly in the execution of such a cruel and diabolical plan? Much
might be said with regard to this. But the copy of an order which was
found amongst the secret papers of the Deportations Committee is
sufficient in itself to explain the fearlessness and daring with which
Nouri Bey was carrying out the work entrusted to him—the work of
completely exterminating the Armenians.

This is the order—

“Although the extermination of the Armenian element. which
has for centuries been desirous of destroying the sure foundation of
our Empire, and has now taken the form of a real danger. had been
decided upon earlier than this. circumstances did not permit us to
carry out this sacred intention. Now that all obstacles are removed,
and the time has come for redeeming our fatherland from this
dangerous element. it is urgently recommended that you should not
be moved to feelings of pity on seeing their miserable plight: but. by
putting an end to them all, try with all your might to obliterate the
very name "Armenia’ from Turkey. See to it that those to whom you
entrust the carrying out of this purpose are patriotic and reliable
men."
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The date of this order is not known. nor is it known to whom it
was addressed, because it was a copy. Everything points, howevere,
to its having been sent on behalf of Talaat Pasha, the Minister of the
Interior, straight to the Governor-General, and having been forward-
ed by the Government to the Deportations Committee. This order
must have reached Aleppo before the arrival of Abdullahad Nouri
Bey. probably during the administration of Jelal Bey. Perhaps it was
on the strength of this that Jelal Bey wired to Constantinople, say-
ing. "'l am the Governor of this province; I cannot be its executioner."
He was dismissed at once, and Beker Sami Bey, a man who was also
opposed to the massacres, was sent to Aleppo in his place.

The General Supervisor of the deportees, Shukri Bey, had
already been several months in Aleppo, and was organising the plan
of the deportations and massacres. But he could not find people
trustworthy enough to carry out the terrible project. The Governor-
General, Jelal Bey. was not dismissed yet: it was impossible to get
help from him. The Chief of the Police, Fikri Bey, was under the in-
fluence of Jelal Bey, and he also disapproved of the massacres, so
there was no hope from him either. The only hope of Shukri Bey was
Jemal Bey, who had been sent from Adana specially to superintend
the Armenian massacres. The two were working together to put the
fearful crime into effect, but they could not do anything.

Two Armenian brothers, Onnik and Armenak Mazloumian, per-
sonal friends of Jelal Bey and Fikri Bey, were the greatest obstacles
in the way of Shukri and Jemal. as they were trying to mitigate the
evil, even if they could not prevent it altogether. Their hotel in Alep-
po (Baron's Hotel), besides being an inn, was the place where one
branch of the Gonernment had its seat: in fact, it was almost a
Government building, because the Governor, the Chief of the Police,
and nearly all the officials used to meet there constantly. The posi-
tion of these two Armenians was a strange one, during all that terri-
ble time. One of them, Onnik Mazloumian, was incapable of cringing
to any one; he did not know how to hold his tongue, and he could not
pretend to be what he was not. It is difficult for such a straightfor-
ward and daring person to get on with the Turks. His nature was so
lovable, he was so generous in spending all his wealth on entertain-
ing the people who might any day become the executioners of his na-
tion, that he succeeded in gaining a great influence, which he used in
trying to save his compatriots.

On Thursday in Passion Week he was asked by Abdullahad
Nouri Bey what brand of champagne he was going to bring out that
Easter. "Our Easter.” he replied. “will begin on the day of your

departure.”
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The younger brother, Armenak, was also a man who did not
know how to disguise or hide his feelings. He, too, treated all these of-
ficials with extravagant generosity, and even when a man with the
evil reputation of Zeki Bey came to Aleppo on his way to Der Zor, he
invited him to his house and tried to make him feel friendly towards
the Armenians. He was at the Police Headquarters almost every day
to intervene on behalf of some individual, or some family.

Jemal Pasha liked and protected the two brothers. Shukri Bay
understood that they were an obstacle to him, and would call out—

“First of all that nest (Baron's Hotel) should be cleared out.”

It was after the appointment of Mustafa Abdullhalik Bey as
Governor-General of Aleppo that those fearful massacres took place.

At first there was an Executive Committee in the Deportations
Committee of Aleppo, by means of which the deportations of the
Armenians to the desert were carried out. So long as the work was in
the hands of this executive committee, the deportees were to a cer-
tain extent immune from spoliation and brutal treatment. The
Government, realising that they could not effect their ultimate pur-
pose in this way. dismissed the Governor (Bekir Sami Bey), and sent
in his place Mustafa Abdullhalik Bey, who would implement its plan.
This man was an enemy of the Armenians, and tried, in the name of
Turkey, to crush out the whole Armenian race. The orders sent by
him to the Deportations Committee are so ruthless that one can
hardly explain them. Some of the Armenian members of the Ot-
toman Parliament had—probably with many supplications—suc-
ceeded in obtaining from the Ministry of the Interior permission for
their families to remain in Aleppo. The Ministry of the Interior sent
orders about them to Mustafa Abdullhalik Bey, but he concealed
these orders, and sent those families also away to the desert.

1 know of fifteen or twenty families which had received permis-
sion to stay in Aleppo, but which he sent to the desert.

The Government had given Abdullahad Nouri Bey as a colleague
to this man. The representative of the General Deportations Commit-
tee, Nouri Bey was a very clever and naturally cruel man, and he was
filled with a special enmity against the Armenians. He was an incar-
nation of refinement of cruelty. The sufferings and misery of the
Armenians, the frequent reports of deaths among them, filled him
with such rapture that he almost danced with joy. because all these
things were the result of his orders. ““The Government does not want
these people to live,” he would say. He used to say that, when he was
called to this office, as he was leaving for Aleppo. the Advisor of the
Ministry of the Interior suggested that he should see Talaat Pasha
before he left. Nouri Bey went to the Sublime Porte. There were a few
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guests with the Pasha.

“When do you leave?" he asked, then, rising, he took him to the
window, and said in an undertone: "Of course you know what you
are expected to do. | must see Turkey rid of those cursed people' (the
Armenians),

Jemal Pasha had ordered that five or six Armenian families who
had been working (with their carts) in the tunnel of Intilli, should go
to Damascus. The Governor had communicated this order to Nouri
Bey. who added the following inscription to it—

“Does a great Government, which has deported hundreds of
thousands of Armenians, need two broken carts belonging to a hand-
ful of Armenians, be separated from the General Deportation to the
desert, and sent to Damascus?"’

He was a very nervous and a very strict man.'

Abdullahad Nouri Bey's principal colleague was his immediate
subordinate, Eyoub Sabri Bey, both a bloodthirsty and a corrupt
man. His aim was always killing and, still more, plundering. During
his time of office he accumulated great wealth.

This man, who had grown rich through great amount of plunder
that he had taken from the Armenians, never did any good to any
Armenian. His religion and his conscience were money. The
brutalities which he committed against the Armenians were not
committed in the name of any patriotic ideal.

By the decrees of the Governor of Aleppo, Abdullhalik Bey, the
representative of the General Deportations Committee, Abdullahad
Nouri Bey had begun to make arrangements for the deportation; and
when they had once begun working, crime succeeded crime.

A new and awful order had arrived from the Ministry of the In-
terior, which gave them full authority. And, as it was, they needed no
permit.

These are the orders—

“To the Government of Aleppo.

“March 9, 1915.— All rights of the Armenians to live and work
on Turkish soil have been completely cancelled, and with regard to
this the Government takes all responsibility on itself, and has com-
manded that even babes in the cradle are not to be spared. The
results of carrying out this order have been seen in some provinces.
In spite of this, for reasons unknown to us, exceptional measures are
taken with ‘Certain People,” and those people instead of being sent

1. Abdullahad Nouri Bey never took bribes. “Of course | like bribes.”” he would
say. "but  am afraid to accept them. 1 am afraid that in the place of the money which
enters into my pocket an Armenian - even if it is only one Armenian - will escape.*”
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straight to the place of exile are left in Aleppo, whereby the Govern-
ment is involved in an additional difficulty. Without listening to any
of their reasoning, remove them thence—women or children,
whatever they may be, even if they are incapable of moving; and do
not let the people protect them, because, through their ignorance,
they place material gains higher than patriotic feelings, and cannot
appreciate the great policy of the Government in insisting upon this.
Because instead of the indirect measures of extermination used in
other places—such as severity, haste (in carrying out the deporta-
tions), difficulties of travelling and misery—direct measures can safe-
ly be used there, so work heartily.

“General Orders have been communicated from the War Office
to all the Commanders of the Army that they are not to interfere in
the work of deportation.'

“Tell the officials that are to be appointed for that purpose that
they must work to put into execution our real intent, without being
afraid of responsibility. Please send cipher reports of the results of
your activities every week.

“Minister of the Interior,
“TALAAT."

When this order came, the Deportations Committee of Aleppo
had the right to do all sorts of things, under the direct orders of the
Governor-General.

The reasons for leaving all the work of deportation in the hands
of one man was that the orders given for putting barbarities into ex-
ecution should be kept as secret as possible—so that many people
might not know what was going on, and the crime might be commit-
ted in silence, without being heard abroad.

The camp where the deportees were gathered together was in
the dreary height of Karlik, twenty minutes from Aleppo. From this
place the deportees were sent to the desert. The lives of the Arme-
nians who were there depended on the caprice of a police sergeant, or
a deportation official.

Anyhow, there was no hope of life for any one who went a step
beyond Aleppo. The whole line from Karlik to Der Zor was a track of

1. For a time the Commanding Officers of the military camps began to sepa-
rate artisans from amongst the deportees, for the erection of military buildings.
The deportation oflicials wrote to Constantinople complaining of this, and Talaat

Pasha sends this order 1o say that the right to keep back artisans had been taken
from the military officers.
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Orphans near death from starvation.
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misery—a graveyard. The officials in charge had been ordered not to
abstain from any brutality which would cause death.

The two following telegrams prove this— both of them sent on
behalf of Talaat Pasha, the Minister of the Interior.

“We hear that some officials have been brought before a military
tribunal (court martial) under the accusation of extortion and severi-
ty towards Certain People (the Armenians). Even though this may be
a mere formality, it may lessen the energy of other officials. For this
reason | command that you shall not allow such examinations.'

**Minister of the Interior,
“TALAAT.”

" To pay heed to the complaints lodged by ‘Certain People’ on all
sorts of personal subjects will not only delay their dispatch to the
desert but will also open the door to a series of actions which may en-
tail political difficulties in the future. For this reason no notice should
be taken of those applications, and orders must be given to this effect
to the officials concerned.

“Minister of the Interior,
“TALAAT."

Instructions were subsequently received from the Minister of the
Interior to the effect that letters or telegrams addressed to Govern-
mental High Officials containing complaints should be received but
not forwarded.

Thus the Armenian people who were in the deserts were con-
demned to certain death, and the executioners who were to carry out
the work were just the men for it:—the Governor of Aleppo, Mustafa
Abdullhalik, the representative of the General Deportations Commit-
tee, Abdullahad Nouri Bey, his colleague Eyoub Bey, the Deputy of
the Ittihad, Jemal Bey, and a multitude of officials under them— one
more bloodthirsty than the other; all devoted heart and soul to the
“sacred work," as the documents designated.

1. Sergeant Rahmeddin, the Mudir of Abu-Harrad, (one of the camps on the Euphra-
tes), who had become a terror to the Armenians, and often killed people with a
great club which he Invariably carried about with him. was summoned to Aleppo
after many protests for a mock trial: but in accordance with this telegram he was
sent back to his work again. without even being tried. On his return, as he was pass-
ing through Meskene to go to Abu-Harrad, he fired some revolver shots towards
the deportees’ camp, calling out. “You protested, and what was the result? Here
I am again restored to my office.”” Naturally the brutalities practiced by this man,
whom the Armenians called ““the bone-breaker.”” grew more cruel after his return.
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THE MASSACRES OF RAS -UL - AIN

While the deportation was carried on by railway, Kaimakam
Yousouf Zia Bey reported that there was no more room for Arme-
nians in Ras-ul-Ain; that five or six hundred were dying every day,
and that there was neither time to bury the dead nor to send the liv-
ing further south.

He received an answer to the following effect. ‘'Hasten the depor-
tations. In this way those who are not fit to leave will fall down and
die at a few hours’ distance from the town, and the town will get rid
of both the living and the dead.™

From the last reports of the local deportaion officials and of the
Kaimakam, it was understood that from 13,000 to 14,000 people
died of starvation and sickness in four months.

The Armenians in Ras-ul-Ain were in this condition, while in
Aleppo the Turks were thinking out methods of exterminating them
completely. Everything showed that Yousouf Zia Bey would not con-
sent to become a tool for the carrying out of this crime. But there was
still a greater obstacle—the Governor of Der Zor, Ali Souad Bey, who
had done all he could in his official circle at Ras-ul-Ain to mitigate the
sufferings of the Armenians. He had directed them to pitch their
tents at the foot of a hill near the village, and had, in a way, assigned
a part of the village to those who still had a little money and could oc-
cupy themselves in commerce. In that quarter the Armenians had at
once set up shops—tailors’, shoemakers’, grocers' and greengrocers'
shops, and sixty bakeries. Amongst the deported Armenians there
were a great many architects, builders, stone-masons, and other ar-
tisans. The military authorities were having a large hospital elected
by them. Sixty masterbuilders were working at that hospital, and
with their families received wages in return for their work.

Souad Bey had addressed the following words to the Kaimakam
one day—

“Let us not ask why the Armenians are being deported: that is
not our buisness. We can treat them as we like. If we like, we can pro-
tect and keep them, and profit by their industries. If we like, we can
make an end of them. We cannot remove this misfortune which is
weighing on them so heavily, but we can lighten it. | believe that by
their labour these deserts will be turned into flowery fields, and in
the place of these hovels, beautiful dwellings will be erected."

At the same time the plan to exterminate these people was being
worked out in Aleppo.

The orders issued to the official commanding the deportations at
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Ras-ul-Ain were not carried out. Abdullahad Nouri Bey himself went
as far as Ras-ul-Ain, and by worrying the official commanding the
deportations, Arel Bey, he discovered that it was the Governor of Der
Zor, Souad Bey himself, who had failed to carry out the order for
driving the Armenians towards the desert.

On his return to Aleppo, Nouri Bey informed the Governor-
General (Vali), Abdullhalik Bey of the truth, and he immediately sent
the following order by cipher to Ali Souad Bey—

“It is contrary to the sacred purpose of the Government that
thousands of Armenians should remain in Ras-ul-Ain. Drive them in-
to the desert.”

Souad Bey answered—

“There are no means of transport by which I can send the people
away. If the purpose which you insist upon is slaughtering them, I
can neither do it myself nor have it done.™

Mustafa Abdullhalik Bey sent this telegram to Constantinople to
the Ministry of the Interior, adding to it the following report concern-
ing Souad Bey—

“To the Ministry of the Interior.

“Dec. 23, 1915.— We understand from the deputy of the general
overseer of the Deportations Committee that the Armenians who
have been sent to Ras-ul-Ain are still there, and have bulilt
themselves good houses and established themselves comfortably:
and that the person who is protecting them and allowing them to set-
tle down is the Governor of Der Zor, Ali Souad Bey.

“'In spite of our having written again and again that the crowding
of Armenians in a small but locally important town like Ras-ul-Ain
and the making of excuses such as the lack of means of transport,
and so forth, for keeping them there lays a great responsibility upon
us, yel we have seen no result.

“The partiality which Ali Souad Bey has shown for them and the
protection he has extended to them have reached amazing propor-
tions. According to what we hear, he dresses and looks after some of
the Armenian children himself, and he weeps and mourns with them
over the sufferings of their parents. In this way the Armenians sent
in that direction are enjoying a very happy existence, and they are
indebted for this to Ali Souad Bey.

“"But as the continuation of this state of things will cause
needless delays in the transport of deportees from Aleppo, we are ad-
dressing Your Excellency on the matter, begging that you will make

all necessary arrangements. “MUSTAFA ABDULLHALIK.
“Governor-General (Vali).”
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It was on the strenght of this report that Ali Souad Bey was
subsequently dismissed.

Affairs remainded in this condition until February 1916. Then
one of the most cruel and evil-reputed executors of the Armenian
massacres arrived in Ras-ul-Ain—a former Governor-General of Van,
Jevdet Bey, brother-in-law of the Minister of War, Enver Pasha. After
having accomplished the massacre in Van, he went to Moush, where
he also supervised massacres; and thence he went to Bitlis, to com-
plete the massacres of Mustafa Abdullhalik Bey. Having been ap-
pointed Governor of Adana, he was on his way there, and in
February 1916 he reached Ras-ul-Ain, where there were at that time
about 50,000 Armenian deportees. The Kaimakam had gone out to
meet him, with his suite,

Amongst the deportees there happened to be an Armenian doc-
tor—Dr. Hreshdagian, who belonged to the staff of the Executive
Committee of the Baghdad Railway. The doctor afterwards said that
the first thing which attracted the attention of Jevdet Bey was the
mound at which base there were thousands of tents belonging to the
Armenian camp.

Jevdet Bay thought that it was a military camp. and asked
where those soldiers were going. The Kaimakam answered that
those were not soldiers, but Armenian deportees. On hearing this,
Jevdet Bey. not expecting that there was an Armenian amongst his
audience, exclaimed—

“Are those dogs still in existence? | command you to slaughter
them all !"'

The Kaimakam refused, saying that he could not shed the blood
of so many innocent people, who had never done him any harm.

“Then you don’t know what policy the Government is pursu-
ing?" said Jevdet Bay, and he threatened to have him dismissed.

Suiting the action to the word, he summoned the chief of the
telegraph office and immediately reported what had passed to Con-
stantinople. The consequence could be nothing but a dismissal, and
so it was. Yousoul Zia Bey was removed from Ras-ul-Ain, and ten
days later, at the beginning of March, a new Kaimakam arrived—a
young man from Kochana in Rumelia. Kerim Refi Bey. He was
Jevdet Bey's man.

For the Armenian massacres the Government intentionally ap-
pointed officials who, with their families, had suffered greatly during
the deportations of the Balkan War, and had escaped to Constan-
tinople. The bitterness of their past sufferings and the thirst for
revenge was very strong in the hearts of these people. And that is the
reason why they showed such fearful savagery, in spite of the fact
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that the Armenians had had no share in causing their sufferings. All
through the Balkan wars the Armenian soldiers who were in the
Turkish armies fought with great heroism on all the fronts, as all the
Turkish commanders witnessed.

Not being able to wreak their vengeance on the Bulgarians, Ser-
bians and Greeks, these Turkish officials wreaked it on the Arme-
nians.

The new Kaimakam of Ras-ul-Ain was one of these men, and he
became an excellent tool in the hands of the jackals of Aleppo, before
whom the ground was now quite clear, since they had succeeded in
getting the dismissal of Ali Souad Bey. the Governor of Der Zor. On
March 17 Kerim Bey began the deportations. This work had been en-
trusted to the Circassians, at the head of whom was the Mayor of
Ras-ul-Ain, Arslan Bey.

A guard was formed of the Circassians, ostensibly with the ob-
ject of defending travellers from assault. This guard was armed. This
company, however, which was supposed to be formed for protective

purposes, had the office of slaughtering the deportees committed to |

their charge.

The order for the criminal deeds at Ras-ul-Ain was given directly
from Aleppo. This order was given to the chiefs of the guard. Some of
them came to Aleppo and had interviews with Mustafa Abdullhalik
Bey.' Four or five days after their return, the Kaimakam reported, by
cipher-telegram, that they had arrived and received their orders. The
massacres followed the deportations almost immediately, because
they were committed in the neighbourhood. chiefly on the banks of
the Jurjib and on the road to Shaddade. The Armenians were taken
out in groups, and killed in the most brutal manner. Some of them
used to escape occasionally. and come to Ra-ul-Ain— it was not
possible for them to go anywhere else—and they used to tell of the
horrors. One can imagine how terrified the helpless people were who
heard these stories, how they shuddered when they came with
whips. revolvers and clubs to beat them and drive them out to the
slaughter-houses. Neither the sick were spared, nor the children, nor
the aged.

“Don’t leave any of them alive especially the children, down to
five or seven years old: otherwise in a short time they will grow up.

1. Amongst these was the brother of Arslan Bey. Hussein Bey, who after the

death of Arslan Bey (in the beginning of 1917) succeeded him as mayor in Ras-ul-
Ain. Both brothers played prominent parts in the massacres of Der Zor also. Hus.
sein Bey used often to go to Aleppo to sell the property which he and his brother
and others were constantly seizing from the deportees.



and seek to revenge themselves.""'

Zeki Bey had arrived at Der Zor as governor, in the place af Ali
Souad Bey; and, as the massacres had begun there, he needed people
to carry out his devilish work. To slaughter about 200,000 people is
not an easy matter.

The colossal amount of labour needed had stupefied him. He had
been obliged to call to his assistance all the Circassians who had ex-
ecuted the massacres of Ras-ul-Ain. But still the butchers were not
enough for the victims. Seeing that the Circassians would not be suf-
ficient to complete the work, Zeki Bey had promised the Arab
Ashirats of Der Zor the clothes of the victims, if they would come and
help in the killing. And they had accepted the offer. Most of the
Armenians were slaughtered by them.

The greater number of the officials both of the Executive Com-
mittee and of the constructional works were Armenians. The
Government, on the pretext of being afraid that they would be un-
suitable for the work, gave the following order—

“NO. 8O1.

“To the Government of Aleppo.

“Dec. 26, 1915.— It has been decided that all Armenians work-
ing on the railway or on any other construction shall be sent to their
places of deportation. The War Office has given notice of this to the
Commanders of deportation camps.

“*‘Minister of the Interior,
“TALAAT."

Upon this their names were demanded from the military com-
missariats of the railway. Both, the Railway Commissironer, Khairi
Bey, and Jelal Pasha showed great kindness with regard to this.
Talaat Pasha’s guilt is demonstrated by the fact that, although most
of the officials on the railway were Armenians, and the Armenians
had been treated so brutally during the four or five years of the war,
they had all worked faithfully the whole time. Nowhere on the line
was there any accident through them.

But, a short time after, the question was raised again, and the
following telegram arrived—

“No. 840.

“To the Government of Aleppo.

I. This seemed to be a watchword. Every official in every place repeated it to
the people who were to execute the massacres.
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