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IT 1S HOPED THAT THIS COLLECTION OF HIS-
TORIC PHOTOGRAPHS WILL BE A PERMANENT MO-
MENTO TO THE COMING GENERATIONS, TO RE-
MIND THEM OF THE HARDSHIPS ENDURED BY
THEIR ANCESTORS AND THE DEBT OF GRATITUDE
OWED TO THE BENEVOLENT, HOSPITABLE- AND
BROTHERLY ARAB PEOPLE WHO ACCEPTED US,
CHRISTIAN ARMENIANS IN THEIR MIDST, REA-

DILY GRANTING STATUS OF EQUAL CITIZENSHIP
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At the end of the Firat World War a floating mass of Armenian survivors of
unprecedented, ruthless and most barberic massacres prepatrated by the Turks
found themselves struggling for rehabilitation in parts of their historical
ancestra lands.

This catalistic operation had1 hardly gathered momentum when, hefore the in-
different eves of the Great Western Powers, it was interrupted by further
Turkish attempts for the suppression of the Armenian race.

Once arain these human wrecks faced the challenge of survival in the face of
innumerable Aifficulties, hv mass migratineg towards the neighbouring hospil-
table Arad countries,

On arriva to Aestination their priorities were basic. It was to have a roof
on their heads. To this end every plece of discarded tin, wood or corrugated
iron was collected and with astonishing skill and ingenuity used as building
material, with the result that a refuge was assured against the rigors of the
aprroachineg winter ,prinecipally in the desolate Aleppo district of Suleimanieh.

It was under these avpalling conditions of utter poverty,undescribable misery
and lack of basic sanitation that the strugele for life started in the 1920's
for these Armenians, lasting till the mid-thirties.

Fowever ,iespite the gloom and adversities encountered dalily,these expatriates
from the interior once Armenian provinces as well as from Aintab, Marash and
K1llis faced their task with fortitude and 4etermination to prepare a better
future throush sheer hard work and industry for the coming generations,

During that ~ritical period a man, Vartan Derounian, a leading and accomplished
professional photoerapher in Alenvo, ha? tha visiconarvy insight to record for
posterity the plipght of these refugees in their ...l shift primitive homes. Be-
fore leaving Alepvo in 1947 he left this remarkable collection of photographs
to Mr, Avedlis Shahinian who had taken over the succession of the business and
who, in his turn hanided over to us before leaving for South America.

Sad as 1t mav be, housed confortably in modern appartments equipped with every
convenience, the new zenerations are oblivious of the sacrifices mmde by their
grandparents. This valuable collection of photoeraphs will remain an indelible
evidence of the price their ancestors paid for the well belng of generations
to follow,
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Swp LVEp-p heVarfp welng Swdped Street leading to artisan Kalemjli's shop
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The house and outpatiant c¢linie of
Dr. Parsegh Sevian
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3ky scrapers in Marash Camp

17

—_—




Uwpw 2ghVbpay RESppY SL" Sug tFEpHY
T L Y ca BT CLIR T, ( dbph _fu[tll):

A far ery in Aleppo of Kalemji's houss and workshop in Marash.
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The house of the combmaker in Marash Camp,.
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Falk from Jibin. A moment of respite outside their dwellings.
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The Thag, tePalwgh swoblwlp by All hands for the Aaily chores. One of the rars friends of tha refugees:
wlbnlp ap JoWyocPhaV jngUbgwl: Miss Bill, the Estonian Missionary.
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"hey had seen better days...
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Porlorn Markroud of Marash,..and
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Zabel Vartian (right) and Sirvart Haleblian, daughters of Youghaper
now in Armenia.
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Handicappad but no less accomplished embroiderer.
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59



(Pyerval Ly SO CTL | I PRV, | L RN GRUPY CIPRRTY MY | -qj'[-d,_a

0@nlwfpy wbqhbuwlp bu vappud b/

The frult of my ingenuity, not a heath Robinson conception
but a working loom.
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guided by his daughter, a blind

water garriar sarns an honest
living.
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Ordinary classroom, not a Sundav-8chool.

Unepbwy nupna, n) Bt (ppulVoptey




B TR W W]

.4

G
L gy

-
o

-2 .

T T a_d-'l"'-"' N
SN RN R s b - [
O e e

ROghy “Yendwpalp wiwhbpaVbplhy paudp Jp,

Barefooted we may be, but we are workl hard to be acholars.
wilh bpl F‘F"F. "1..“. “'Fﬂ#'.‘r e

69
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