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THE VESTIBULE,

HIS book is not a diary of travel, drawn out in detail to fill a given
number of pages.

.
Nor does it deal with statistical data and. arch@eo-

logical research.

-
My object in goingto Palestine was to see with

fresh eyes, and judge with unprejudiced mind what this, the most

interesting oflands to the Christian, is like to-day; how the inhabitants look, and

live, and think, and what traces the traveler finds in the ruins ofthe Past of the

nations who flourished, battled and were, in turn, swept from home and country

by the march of GOD'S providence.

As a pilgrim, an observer of the people, a student of the various scenes, and

a historian of the heart-stirring incidents which have immortalized for all the ages

the country divided between, and apportioned to, the sons of Jacob, I visited the

Home of the Bible..In reverence of spirit I pursued the path ofJohn the Baptist
in the wilderness, stood upon the spot where he baptized the

"

Greater than he,"

and looked across the Dead Sea to the ruins of Machserus where he was

beheaded. In more profound reverence I trod the route taken by the Master

during the three years of the ministrythat began at "the place where John was

baptizing
"'

at the Jordan, and culminated upon Calvary..With a strange nearness

of heart and thought to the people and times of patriarch, prophet and apostle, I

have looked upon the homes of Abraham, David, Isaiah, Samson-of the disciples
of Christ and the Mother who bore Him.

Of these places and so many more that the enumeration here would be

tedious, I have written in familiar style, avoiding statistics and dry: historical

details-most of all, moralizing and preaching. In short, I have let place and

people speak for themselves.

'The people of Palestine have changed less in their manner of living, customs,

and their prejudices, than those of any other country; they are almost the same

to-day that they were two thousand and more years ago.|I therefore saw them

(as)



26 THE VESTIBULE

practically as Jesus observed them, and studied their characters by the light of

history.

-
I watched workmen in their shops, husbandmen in the fields, congrega-

tions in the synagogues, and women in their homes, that I might become familiar

with the Jews, the Samaritans, the Gadarenes, and all that remnant of ancient

Israel whose lives span the chasm of years between Abraham and the present. I

have written for the masses, and if my readers enjoy these contributions to the

modern history of Palestine as much as I enjoyed the preparation of the same, I

shall esteem my labors well rewarded and my purpose completely fulfilled.

'The journey was a delight. 'The telling of it has been a joy into which I

would fain admit the many who, not having seen the Holy Land, yet love it, and

to whom whatever will set her clearly and truthfully before their mental vision

will come as good news from a far country.

~
T
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The Story of Armenia

The Christian People of Ancient Eden and

Their Persecution by the Moslems.

ARMENIA AND ITS PEOPLE.

INCE the foregoing pages were written, and after Marion Harland's

return from Bible lands, Asia Minor, Syria and Turkish territory in

both Europe and Asia generally have beenthe scenes of events of a

most startling character.

.
Above all others, Armenia, the ancient

Eden, and the seat of what is probablythe oldest known form of

Christian belief, has beenvisited by persecution and massacres of such appalling
proportions andfrightful inhumanity as to recall the early Christian sufferings
under the Roman rule, when multitudes perished in a single day. Rome's

enormities, however, have been rivaled if not eclipsed by the horrible outrages

Tux

recently perpetrated by the Ottoman power in the plains, and on the valleys and

hillsides of Armenia, where nearly one hundred thousand men, women and children

of the Christian faith have beenslain in cold blood-many with the most dreadful

tortures, and from three to four hundred thousandothers rendered destitute and

utterly helpless.-Furthermore, this gigantic holocaust, with all its attendant

horrors of flame, rapine and violation, has continued unchecked, under the very

(415)
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eyes of the so-called civilized powers of Christian Europe.

.
Whatever pangs of

conscience may. have assailed individuals or communities after each successive

outrage, it stands as a record of shamethat, in an enlightened age, no step was

taken bya single government to arrest the slaughter of the helpless Christians of

Armenia, or to stay the hand of that nineteenth century Nero, Sultan Abdul

Hamid, from his sworn purpose of exterminating the Armenian people and

thereby ending forever the much-vexed Armenian Question.
Turkish Armenia, the northwest division of Kurdistan, is a great plateau of

xtythousandsquare miles, bounded on the north by the Russian frontier,

by Persia on the east, the plains of Mesopotamia on the west, and Asia Minor on

the south,

.
There are inall, at the present time, about four million Armenians on

the globe, of whomlittle more than half are in Turkey, and the rest in Russia,

Persia, other Asiatic

countries, Europe and

America. In Armenia

-the name and geo-

graphical existence of

which are not recog-

nized in Turkey-
there are probably six

hundred and fifty
thousand|native: Ar-

menians, or one-fourth

of the whole number

that are scattered

throughoutthe Porte's

dominions..'The cli-

mate is temperate and

bracing.-Facilities for travel and transportation are exceedingly meagre, and

all the methods employed by the natives are unusually primitive..''

Valis,"

or municipal governors, are appointed by the government at Constantinople to

administer the laws, and none but Moslems hold official positions..Among the

population are found manyraces, including Turks, Kurds, Russians, Circassians,

and Jews, besides native Armenians. Fully one-half the people are Moham-

medan.

'The Kurds are tribal and lead a predatory life, dwelling in mountain

villages over the entire region. Their number is uncertain, but it is esti-

mated that in the districts of Erzeroom, Van and Bitlis, there are not less

than six hundred thousand. Some of these tribes are migratory, like

the Bedouins of Syria. Almost all are warlike, and many have degenerated

A kuibisit nousanp rms rats.
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into lawless brigandage. For centuries they have made serfs of the

Christians, trampling them under foot at every opportunity, and extending

to themno toleration whatsoever. 'These rude mountain Ishmaclites delight

in bloodshed and pillage. A few years ago the Sultan, the better to con-

trol them, and with a view to securing for his armyan. element equal in ferocity

and courage to the Russian Cossacks, organized the Kurds intoa regular military

body withthe title of Hamidieh, thus honoring these rough-riding, robber war-

tiors with his own royal name.

|
Their spirit, like that of the wild Arab, the

Cossack, or the North American Indian, is one that scarcelybrooks the restraints

of military discipline.
'They are always for-

midably armed, and

weapons in the hands

of such war-loving

races are an incentive

to disturbance and out-

rage. 'Theyhave long

spread universal terror

among the Armenians

by their cruelty and

frightful excesses, but

it has been reserved

for our own. time to

witness suchan exhibi-

tion of barbarism on

their part as has filled

Europe and America

with horror. The

"Turks, although more

civilized, are only one

degree less cruel and

inhuman than the Kurds. In marked contrast to Kurds and Turks alike, the

Armenians are peace-loving, industrious, frugal and kindly. Their nation was

converted to the Christian faith in the fourth century, and has remained true to

that faith ever since. Their creed and forms of worship are those of the Orthodox

Eastern Church ; they believe in the 'Trinity, and although they cling to many

of the ancient forms and symbols, they render no allegiance to Rome. 'Their

native priests or clergy are an earnest, faithful class, and the people themselves

hold to their simple faith with an intensity that equals the zeal of the Moslem in

supporting Islam. 'This tenacity of creed, together with the fact that the

ar

maine cuoss in
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Armenians usually prosper everywhere, has been the meansof stirring up bitter

envy and religious hatred against this peaceable people.
Armenia isa lovely country.

.
It was the first part of the globe to be settled

by the humanrace after the flood, and Mount Ararat, where the ark rested, still

rears its lofty crest, seventeen thousand feet in height, and overlooks the same

landscape of valley, plain and mountain thatgreeted the eyes of Noah and his

companions when they gazed upon the new-risen earth after the subsidence of

the Deluge. In a thousand ways, it has a peculiar claim upon the interest

and sympathy of the civil-

ized world.

-
Contemporary

with the mighty empires
of Assyria, Babylon and

mount akaRar ap Agazar

Persia, and still later with Rome, it was the birthplace of some of the grandest
characters of ancient times, From the earliest days, the nation has wor-

shiped the true God, even though surrounded byidolaters, and its men were

famed for bravery and its women for beauty and chastity.-Of Prince Ara, one of

its rulers, it is related that when urged by the beautiful but licentious Queen
Semiramis, of Babylon, to become her husband, he preferred to go to war and lose:

his life and kingdom, rather than desecrate the sanctity of the Armenian family by-
such an ungodly union with an idolatrous queen.
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When Christianity dawned upon the earth, its teachers in the first century

A. D. found a ready welcome in Armenia, where the Apostles Thaddeus and

Bartholomeware said to have preached. Under King Durtad, in the year 302,

the Armenians were the first people in the world to accept Christianity as a

nation, and the Armenian Church, founded by Gregory, "The Illuminator," has

held all the great cardinal truths of the Christian religion throughout the last

sixteen centuries, and without a single schismor heresy, or any disrupting: theo-

logical controversy.

.
Its liturgy was taken fromthat of St. James of the Church

of Jerusalem, andits form of government has been one steady, unchanging line

of the Episcopacy, yet without ecclesiastical tyranny. Uponthe same patriarchal
throne at Etchmiadzin, near Erivan, in Russian Armenia, where once sat Gregory
in gor A. D., now sits the venerable Catholicos Mugurditch Khrimian, the

spiritual fatherof the Armenian people,
and well-belovedof all.

Mohammedan domination in Ar-

menia dates from the Crusades.

.
Hay-

ing aided the warriors of the Cross on

their outward progress, when the latter

were rolled back, discomfited, by the

Moslem power, the Armenians were

made to feel the bitterness of a revenge

such as only a Mohammedan horde

could inflict..Their country was over-

run and conquered, their propertycon-

fiscated, even their beloved religion all

but suppressed, and their people en-

slaved. Five centuries relaxed but

did not unbind the Moslem bonds.

"Through many generations these Armenian people have suffered oppression and

outrage at Turkey's hands in unresisting. silence..Extortions under the name of

taxation, gross dishonesty by unpaid officials, and wholesale robbery by the

Kurdish chiefs or Agas, together with restricted freedom of worship, and

general persecution, made their position almost unbearable. |

In 1878, the Berlin Treaty was concluded by the European powers, under

which reforms were guaranteed by the Porte in Armenia, whose people were

promised security against Kurdish extortions and attacks, and also the fullest

religious liberty.-Immediatelyafter the Berlin Congress, a treatyof defence was

entered into between Turkey and England, and the result has been that the

promises made by the Porte to the Berlin Congress, like all others made by the

same power, were ignored and broken at every opportunity.-From that date, the

xurnisn roms as
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period of Armenia's worst sufferings was begun. 'The abuses to which it had

before been subjected were nowintensified tenfold.

.
Armenians were robbed and

beaten, and their stores and houses pillaged at will, their wives and daughters
outraged, their cattle and crops. carried off, and murder became the common pas-

time of the Christian-hating "Turk.

-
Mohammedan officials ruled in all places of

authority, and the word of an Armenian was worthless in a court of justice when

opposed to a Moslem. All the laws were distorted for the oppression and degrada-
tionof this wretched subject people.

-
At last so loud did the eryof the oppressed

become that it again reached the ears of Europe, and the Sultan, being warned,
once more, promised to institute reforms in Armenia. He simultaneously registered
a vow to exterminate the Armenian people, as subsequent events have shown.

Abdul Hamid's promised reform was inaugurated in September, 1894, by a

gigantic and indescribably horrible massacre that has hardlya parallel in history.
That it was perpetrated by the Hamidich-the Sultan's own specially-named
troops-is significant of the purpose for which they were organized.

|
The mas-

sacre of Sassoonis believed, like all the other great massacres that followed, to have

been inspired from the palace at Constantinople, and Zekki Pasha, who com-

manded on that infamous occasion, was afterward decorated by the Sultan, as

were four Kurdish chiefs who had been specially savage and merciless while the

carnage was in progress.

THE EDICT OF EXTERMINATION.

From time immemorial, the Armenians have been a rich source of reventie to

their Moslem oppressors, who were free to rob, to torture and even to slay them

at will.-'This was the inalienable privilege of the followers of Mohammed in

dealing with the ''infidel ghinour." When Europe interfered, and especially
when it became evident that such interference, if unchecked, might ultimately
lead to the relaxation of Armenia's bonds and possibly even to absolute freedom,
the Sublime Porte secretly promulgated a policy as bold and startling as it was

inhuman. That policy, which is believed to be the outcome ofAbdul Hamid's own

brain, is one that stamps that monarch as the supreme savage of the century, and

the whole Moslem power as a
'*

barbarian camp," unfit to be tolerated amid civil-

ized nations. Like all Mohammedans, Abdul Hamid's religion is his politics.
He regards the life and property of his Christian subjects as his legitimate prey.

'They are so many dogs, to be whipped or even killed, as the emergency

demands; and in the present instance, the Armenians were clearly liable to become

a burdensome obstruction to Ottoman Government, and to the peace and serenity
of the Sublime Porte. Their tax-paying and tribute-ylelding capacity was

diminishing, as their numbers and the sympathyof Europe increased..'To a true

Mussulman, the path of duty was clear, 'That their importance as a factor in
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Turkish affairs might be minimized, they were to be led forth to the slaughter, as

other peoples had. been in other years, byfaithful Sultans.

.
And so the edict of

extermination went out from Constantinople, an edict which sealed. the fate not

only of the people of Sassoon, but of the surplus Christian population of Armenia

as a whole.

.
Valis, military commanders and even subordinate officers, in all the

principal events that followed, acted under orders from Constantinople,

.
It was a

program which, carried out to its fullest extent, contemplated the extinction

of the Armenian race within Turkish territory, by the sword, by fire and by:
starvation.

.
'o the Moslem mind, trained to abhorrence of all other religions and.

urged even by the Koranitself to their subjugation, there was nothing: repulsive

aranwian onas

in this, but rather the contrary..Howthis sanguinarypolicy was to be put into

practice was soonafter disclosed.

THE MASSACRE OF SASSOON.

Sassoon is a mountainous province in the southern part of the Armenian

plateau, east of Lake Van. Inhabited by Armenians and Kurds, the former are

greatly in the majority. 'There is, however, no intermingling of races..The

Kurdish villages are scattered around, being chieflyon the edges of the plateau,
while the Armenians dwell in the centre of the province..Industrious and frugal,
the Armenians literally supported themselves and the Kurds, and besides paid
taxes to the Turkish Government..Ofall goods manufactured bythe Armenians,
the Kurds received their share, or desk, as they call it. Every spring, the chiefs

or Aghas of the Kurdishtribes, came at the head of their men to collect the
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tribute from the Armenian villages in sheep, mules, carpets, stockings and

implements. 'The principal taxes whichthe Armenians payto the government, are

(1) the poll-tax, $2.00 per head, including the new-born male baby; (2) tax on

real estate; (3) namely, five piasters per head of sheep-one-cighth
of the value of the sheep; (4) tithe of agricultural products.

.
All these they had

honestly paid, but the legitimate taxes had been multiplied tenfold by Kurdish

exaction and by the extortions of the valis and minor Turkishofficials, each of

whomrobbed the Armenians at every opportunity.

.
In the Sassoon district, there

a ranty FRont sassoon.

are three Kurdish tribes-the Khanuvdulik, the Busuktzik and the Ousvi-each

claiming its own tribute. There are other tribes on the borders of Sassoon-the

Pakrantzik, the Baduktzik, the Khiyantzik and the Belektzik, besides many other

smaller
"*

ashirets
''

and all demanded their share,|'The villages of the Talvoreeg

district, richer than most others, paid tribute to seventribes. Some of the other

villages were visited by as manyas ten..'The wretched Armenians were stripped
absolutely bare of everything worth possessing..In 1893, the impoverished Arme-

mians decided to resist further robberies.|Early in the spring of that year, the
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Kurds came with demands more exorbitant than ever,the chiefs being escorted

by a great number of armed men, but they were driven back by the brave vile

lagers. 'This unsuccessful attack was a new revelation to the Porte,

|
'The ery

of rebellion was raised and Sassoon was marked for the first act in the drama of

Armenian extermination.

In August, 1894, Kurdish and Turkish troops came to Sassoon.

-
The Kurds

had been newly armed with Martini rifles, Zekki Pasha, who had come from

Erzingan, read the Sultan's order for the attack, and then urged the soldiers to

loyal obedience to their Imperial master.

.
It is said that on the last dayof August,

the anniversary of Abdul Hamid's accession to the throne, the soldiers were spe-

cially urged to distinguish themselves in making it the

day of greatest slaughter. On that day the commander

wore the edict of the Sultan on his breast. Kurds

began the butchery byattacking the sleeping villagers
at night and slaying men, women and children. For

twenty-three days this horrible work of slaughter lasted.

No pen can adequately describe the diabolical ferocity
of the prolonged massacre.

-
Some of the Kurds after-

ward boasted of killing a hundred Christians apiece.
At one village, Galogozan, many young men were tied

hand and foot, laid in a row, covered with brushwood

and burned alive. Others were seized and hacked to

death piecemeal. At another village, a priest and

several leading men were captured and promised release

if they would tell where others had fled; and, after

telling, all but the priest were killed.-A chain was put
around his neck and pulled from opposite sides until he

was several times choked and revived, after which bay-
onets were planted upright and he was raised in the air

and dropped uponthem, 'The men of one village, when fleeing, tookthe womenand

children, some five hundred in number, and placed them in a ravine where soldiers

found them and butchered them.|Little children were cut in two and mutilated.

Women were subjected to fearful agonies, ending in death. A newly wedded couple
fledto a hilltop; soldiers followed and offered them their lives if they would accept

Islam, butthey preferred to die bravely professing Christ. On Mount Andoke, south.

of Moosh, about a thousand persons sought refuge..'The Kurds attacked them,
but for days were repulsed. 'Then Turkishsoldiers directed the fire of their cannon

on them..Finally the ammunition of the fugitives was exhausted, and the troops
succeeded in reaching the summit unopposed and butchered them to a man.

I» the 'Talvoreeg district, several thousand Armenians were left in a small

a kvnisn canoe.
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plain.

-
When surrounded by Turks and Kurds they appealed to heaven for deliv-

erance, but were quickly dispatched with rifles, bayonets and swords.

.
'The plain

was a veritable shambles.

No accurate estimate of the number slain in the first massacre has been made.

Forty villages weretotally destroyed and the loss oflife is believed to have been

from ten to fifteen thousand.

.
Efforts were made to conceal the real extent of the

carnage, but the
" blood-bath of Sas-

soon
''

has now passed
into history and cannot

be forgotten.
Some of the in-

cidents connected

with this widespread
slaughter in the Talvo-

reeg district, between

Moosh and Diarbekr,
were of a nature to

| strike the civilized
W

world with horror..It

is said that no respect
was shown to age or

sex; men, women and

infants were treated

alike; the women being
subjected .to greater

outrage before being
slain. In one place,
about two. hundred

weeping women knelt before the Turkish com-

mander, pleading for life, but the brutal officer

ordered them to be served like the others, One

letter describing the massacre said:.**

Some sixty

young brides and other attractive girls were crowded into a little church where, after

being assaulted, they were slaughtered and a streamof human blood flowed from

the church door,"".To some womenin one village the proposition was made that

they might be spared, if they denied their faith.|**

Whyshould wedeny Christ?"

theysaid, and pointing to the dead bodies oftheir husbands and brothers before

them, theynobly answered,
°"

We are no better thanthey; kill us too "-and so they
died..A priest was taken to the roof of his church and hacked to pieces; young

Amancxtans ao
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men were placed among wood saturated with kerosene and set on fire.

.
After the

massacre, and when the terrified survivors had fled, there was general looting by
the Hamidich Kurds.

|
'They stripped the houses bare, then piled the dead into

them and fired the whole, intending, as far as possible, to cover up the evidences

of their dreadful crime.

So great was the indignation in Europe over the Sassoon slaughter, that a

Consular Commission of Inquiry was demanded for the purpose of investigation,
After a long investigation, a report was made which was only a partial confirma-

tion of the truth.

.
From the outset everything was against the Commission, and

especially against the efforts of the European delegates.

.
In Van, Bitlis and else-

where, witnesses were arrested and intimidated by the government.

Comparative order prevailed for a time during the period of the Commission's

sitting, but it was a delusive calm.

.
Its work completed (early in 1895), promises

of new administrative reforms were made by the Porte, but almost as soon as the

field was again clear, the massacres recommenced with redoubled vigor.

|
'The

Kurdish Hamidich were again brought into requisition, and the Mohammedan

populace in all the large cities of Asia Minor were deliberately inflamed against
the Armenians by circulating lying rumors of intended attacks on the mosques.

Soon there was an outbreak at Constantinople in which nearly two hundred

Armenians were killed by the "'Softas," or Mohammedan students, and the

police.-'This was followed by a terrific outburst of fanaticism all over the Sultan's

empire, and by such scenes of massacre as have not been paralleled since medizeval

times. Throughout all the vilayets of Armenia ran the red tide of murder.

Hundreds of villages were swept away, and their inhabitants either slain or

exiled..In this work of destruction the Kurds played the most prominent part,
but soldiers and Turkish civilians did their full share.|The object was to destroy

everything so effectuallythat the Armenians would have no means of living, and

would have to choose between death and Islam. 'Their cattle and all movable

goods were carried off, and everything else destroyed..In some villages even the

clothing was taken from the backs of the wearers, and they were left literally
naked,.Abdul Hamid's government was completing its diabolical work by reduc-

ing the population and then confiscating property under the pretended forms of

martial law, and by forcing the starving Armenians to apostatize to save their

lives..In some places the poor wretches yielded to the pressure, but the greater
number held out staunchly for their faith, many dying rather than surrender their

Christianity.

THE LATER MASSACRES.

In the absence of accurate data it is, of course, impossible to give a reliable

estimate of the multitudes of Christian Armenians who perished in the great



—

426 THE HOME OF THE BIBLE.

slaughter that followed Sassoon. 'The figures given below are approximate, and

as they are compiled from Turkish sources, may be regarded as rather under than.

above the mark.

-
According to Turkish calculations, the number of those who

were in a condition of starvation in February, 1896, was one-half the agricultural
population of the vilayets (or districts governed by a Vali or Pasha) of Anatolia,
(the Turkish name for Armenia) being about 275,000 souls, of whom two-

thirds were women and children. 'The figures below present a conservative

view of the results of the Sultan's policy of extermination during the first

sixteen months:

Name of Town. Date of Massacre.

-
No. Killed. By Whom Done.

Sassoon, ... . .. .. . Aug.-Sept, 10,000

-
Kurds and Turks.

Constantinople, . .. . September 30, 172

-
Police and Softas.

Ak-Hissar, . . .. . October

.
9, 45. Moslem villagers.

"Trebizond, . . . . . October

.
8, 1,100 Soldiers, Lazes, Turks.

Baiburt, ... . . . . . October

-
13, 1,000 Lazes and Turks.

Gumushane, .. . . . October

-
11, sso

Eringlan, . . .. ... October

.
at, 1,00 Soldiers and Turks,

Wittle

a
cons nce October

.
25, 1,200 Soldiers, Kurds and Turks,

Harpoot, . .. .. ....Novembertt,--1,000--Soldiers, Kurds and Turks,

Sivas, .. . .. . . .. . November 12, 1,200 Soldiers and Turks.

Paly 0002.0 « . October-25, 1,200 Soldiers, Kurds and Turks.

. . .. .. October.25, 2,500 Soldiers, Kurds and Turks,

Albistan,.. ... October goo

Erzeroum, .... .-- October-30,-1,200---Soldiers and Turks.

Ourfiy ... .. . . November 3, 400

Katm-Hlissar, .. . . . October-25, goo--Circassians and Turks

Malatia, . . ... . November 6, aso

Marash, ., . , . .. November 18,-1,000--Soldiers and Turks.

Aintab, . . . . . ..
. November 15, nie No details.

Guriis 200011... - November to,.-3,000--Kurds and Turks.

Arabldry 22222. November 6,-2,000-Kurds and Turks.

Argan 2 val ll10SL 1% No details.

Severek, ...... - «+ No details.

Tokat, .... +. £s No details.

Amaslay 2222222 a No details.

Marsova, .. .... . November 15, 115 Turks.

Kaesarea, .. . .. . . . November 30, 1,000 Circassians and Turks

Gemerely . . . .> . goo
%

tll tus he No details.

Zileh, ... ..> + «.+ «> No details.

Seferty ... .... > +++ <5 No details.

Khnous, . . . . + > «++ goo

Boutinely . . . .+ +++ + gco
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The Turks estimated the "reductions" made by Abdul Hamid's slaughter

policy as follows:

Armenian population in larger towns, . . . 22. 77,700

Armenian population in villages, . . .

..
. . . . 538,500

Number killed in towns (estimated), . .. . .. 20,000

Number of Armenian villages (about), a.300

Number of villages destroyed (estimated), 2,500

Number killedin villages, . ..

.
« «> .ll > <>

Number reduced to starvation in towns (estimated), . -

Number reduced to starvation in villages (estimated), . . . . . . . 360,000

Thatthese figures fall far short of the actual result of this series of wholesale

assassinations is not disputed.

.
Consular officials, missionaries and the few cor-

respondents unite in declaring that the total
""

reduction" of population by this

sanguinary method has in every

instance been underestimated.

But cold figures and dry sta-

tistics can tell nothing of the

unspeakable horror of those

days of blood, and of the tor-

tures suffered by the Christian

population of the cities of Ar-

menia at the hands of their

murderers..It is mainly from

letters received by Armenians

in the United States from sur-

viving relatives at home, that

the true story of those dreadful months has been gleaned. At Trebizond,
where eleven hundred perished, "only a few Turks were killed," says a

letter from a fugitive.."

Like a clap of thunder in a clear sky, the thing began
about 11 a. m., October 8. Unsuspecting people walking along the streets

were shot ruthlessly down. Men standing or sitting quietly at their shop
doors were instantly dropped with a bullet through their heads or hearts..The

aim was deadly, and I have heard of no wounded men.-Some were slashed with

swords until life was extinct.|'They passed through the quarters where only old

men, women and younger children remained, killing the men and large boys,

generally permitting the women and younger children to live..For five hours this

horrid work of inhuman butchery went on, the cracking of musketry, sometimes

like a volley from a platoonof soldiers, but more often single shots from nearand

distantpoints, the crashing inof doors, and the thud, thud of sword blowssounding
on the ears. 'Then the sound of musketry died away and the work of looting

winiue A Took
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began.

-
Every shop of an Armenian in the market was gutted, and the victors in:

« this cowardly andbrutal war glutted themselves with the spoils.

-
For hours, bales

of broadcloth, cotton goods and every conceivable kind of merchandise passed
along without molestation to the houses of the spoilers.

.
The intention evidently

was to impoverish and as near as possible to blot out the Armenians of the town.

To anyfound with arms, no quarter was given.

-
Some were offered life, if they

Aronextans witb rosonk®s Tm: trxnzonp aassackE.

renounced Christ and accepted Islam; but large numbers were shot down

without anyproffer of this kind.-One poor fellow when called on to surrender,

thought he was called on to give up his religion, and whenhe refused, he was

hacked to pieces in the presence of his wife and children.
*

Overfive hundred Christian Armenians were slaughtered in the neighboring
villages,.Untold horrors are implied in this brief statement..Many Armenian

women vanished, having been either murdered or kidnapped; most of the



THE STORY OF ARMENIA. 429

Armenian houses were burnedto the ground, the survivors being driven like wild

beasts to the hills and woods.
""

Equallysad was the fate of the Christians of Baiburt, whose tragic taking off

is related in a letter addressed bythe survivors to the Armenian Patriarch at Con-

stantinople.

.
After giving a partial list of the slain, the writers state :

'*

When the

massacres and plundering began, on account of the prevailing. terror and insecu-

rity, the people were compelled to close ail the churches, shops, and schools from

October 13 to 26, and take refuge in the houses.

.
Letters were sent fromour prea

late to the commandant of the Fourth Army Corps, at Erzeroum, and to the

Armenian prelate at Erzeroum asking assistance, but all our prayers remained

unanswered.

.
After the massacres the Turks advised us indirectly thatthe order

was secretly given from the Imperial Palace and was irrevocable! It was on

Saturday, October 22, that thefatal hour struck.

'The frantic Turkish mob, assisted by regular

troops, suddenly fell upon the innocent and un-

armed Armenians.

|
The bloody work beganat

4 o'clock a. m., and lasted until 12 o'clock in the

evening (Turkish time). Besides murdering our

people, the mob plundered and fired the Arme-

nian dwellings and stores, taking care that the

Greeks should not be molested, On that fright-
ful day the Armenian community of Baiburt was

almost annihilated. Strong men, youths and

women and even babies in their cradles, and

unborn childrenin the- wombs of their mothers,

were butchered..Infants were stuck on bayonets
and exposed to the viewof their helpless and

frantic mothers. Young brides and girls were

subjected to a fate that need not be described. No resistance was possible on

the part of the Armenians..All the mative teachers, with a single exception,
were murdered with most cruel tortures, Baiburt became a slaughter-house.
'orrents of blood began to flow..The streets and the bazars were filled with dead

bodies. On the following day the Turks did all in their power to conceal the

bodies of those who had been pierced by bayonets..Similar scenes were enacted

in the surrounding villages."
'The Harpoot massacre was another butchery carried out under orders..'This

was one of the leading stations of the American Mission. Sixty Christians fled toa

church in the vain hope that its walls would furnish them a shelter against those

who were crying for the blood of the Armenians. 'They were permitted for a time

to believe themselves secure, but suddenly the church was surrounded by a great

mor. rmnax.

Armenian Patriarch at Constantinople.
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number of Kurds.

|
'The doors were then blown in, and the Christians thought

that they would be massacred within the sacred structure. 'They were not. Their

captors took them one at a time outside the church, and there, heedless of the

eries for mercy from women and children, killed them, either by shooting or

stabbing them.

.
The first victim was the Protestant pastor of the church, who, as:

he was dragged out, bade the others, if they had to die, to die as Christians.

|
He

met his death like a martyr.

-
Some of the refugees, in a very agony of terror,

offered to abjure their faith and accept Islamism, thinking thus to save their lives.

The offers availed them nothing, for their insatiable enemies, after accepting them,

dragged the converts out and killed them one byone. 'The Armenian Church has

been turned into a mosque, and the Protestant Church into a stable.

A missionary tells the story of the desolation of Harpootas it was related to

him by an eye-witness who saw the Christian quarter in flames and the houses of

the American Mission burning.

|
He came on to Malatia (the ancient Melitene),

and found not a house in the Christian quarter standing. In a khan there were

about twenty wounded men, the sole survivors of a caravan of 200 who had been

traveling to Harpootfrom Northern Syria and whose members had nearly all been

slain by the Kurdish bands.

.
'There were 150 dead bodies lying in the road.

.
At

Marash (another mission station of the American Board), the same witness, days
after the massacre, counted eighty-seven dead Armenians in one spot, and there

were hundreds of bodies strewn around in the nearneighborhood, In the villages
on the plains near Harpoot, each containing from fifty to 1000 houses, the

evidences of slaughter were sickeningly abundant. 'The Kurdish butchers had

slain fully half the population, 'The door of a house would be burst open, a

volley fired upon the shuddering inmates, while, those who rushed out were caught
and killed in the fields.-'Then the houses were plundered, fired and left blazing.
'This was the fate of thousands of Christian homes.

It is proved beyond doubt that the massacre at Erzingjan started in the office

of the Vali or local governor, where an Armenian priest of Tevnik was shot down

by Turkish assassins.|'Then followed a horrible carnage, during which over one

thousand Christians were slaughtered. After the butchery, the dead victims

were dragged by neck and heels into the cemetery and cast into a long, deep
trench, not unlike the death pit of Galogozan-the murdered fathers, mothers and

sweet, innocent babes, all calm and peaceful in the sleep of death, flung down

like carrion,|Nothing more horrible or pathetic could be imagined than that

scene at the cemetery two days after the massacre..'The survivors dared not even

express their grief.
But the climax had not yet been reached; the appetite of the Moslems for

Christian blood had merely been whetted, not satiated. Other and equally ter-

tible butcheries followed at Karahissar, Arabkir, Ouloupinar, Palu, Mardin, Sivas,
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and Tchoukmerzen, where Kurds and Turks perpetrated wholesale murders and

swept large districts desolate.

.
'The villages round about Erzeroum were almost

depopulated,the orders for the slaughter of the Christians, as the Moslem troops

admit, having come from Constantinople. At Sivas the massacre was terrible,
and a like horror occurred at Marash. 'The ungovernable fury of the Turks spared
neither age nor sex, and the brutalities practiced upon women and children may

not be described. In the Erzeroum massacre fullytwelve hundred perished, includ-

ing women, many victims being mutilated.

|
Bodies of little children, dead and

mutilated, were found in the fields after the slaughter had ended.

|
Large numbers

of the victims of these atrocities died the death of martyrs. Theyfell in the

Moslem war for the extermination of the religion of Jesus in Asia Minor.

At Diarbekr, where the victims were numbered by thousands, there was

abundant evidence thatthe massacre was premeditated.

.
It was claimed that the

Armenians had attacked a Moslem mosque, whereas the facts, as afterward dis-

closed, showed the Kurds and

Turks to have been the sole

and intentional aggressors. The

massacre began on Friday, and

continued on Saturday and

Sundaywith insatiable ferocity.
Meanwhile, the story of

what was taking place in the

villages and hamlets of the

different districts had not

reached the public ear.-When

it came, it disclosed a tale of

suffering and savagism that has scarcely a parallel.-Many hundreds of vil-

lages were literally swept out of existence. 'The story of one is the story of

all: the Kurds, directed from higher sources, swooping down, rounding up the

cattle, slaying the strong men, outraging and abducting the women, and killing
even the children, concluding the satanic work by burning everything that would

consume,.In many places the Kurdish troops came equipped with empty sacks

strapped to their saddles for the purpose of carrying off the plunder.|'The

Kurdish chiefs openly declared that they were ordered. to slay the Christians and

take the plunder for their pay.

An illustration of the Turkish method of extermination is found in the case

of the village of Hoh, in the Sandjak district. At first the
"

(or local

magistrates) promised to protect the Christians, but when they saw villages
burning in every direction, they refused to keep their word..All the Christians

were told that, under the pain of death, they must accept Islam. 'They were

cumo-vierms or tm: stavoumie.
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assembled at the mosque, and there eighty young men were picked out and led

outsidethe village-for slaughter.

.
Eight escaped, sixty-two were killed, and ten

wounded.

-
'The young womenof the village were taken to Turkish harems. In

and around the villages of Kenerik, Moorenck and Rusenik, and the town of

Mardin, fourteen native preachers were killed, several being hideously tortured

before they were dispatched.

.
During one of the days of massacre at Kresarea,

an attack was made on the public baths, Six naked Armenian women were

dragged forth and bayoneted. Young girls were drawn through thestreets by the

hair and the feet. Eight of the villages near Van are totally depopulated, all

their people slain or fled, except the young women who have been seized and
<--- taken to Kurdish

hatems, -In Van prov-

ince nearly 200 villages
have been partially de-

stroyed.. Eleven vil-

lages around Harpoot
were forced to accept
Islam unconditionally
or die.

|
The wretched

people were then set

to killing their fellow

Armenians, to prove

the.genuineness of

their conversion. Such

horrible.tortures as

flaying alive, cutting
to pieces by swords,

tearing out the eyes,

branding on the body
with red-hot irons, and even tearing out the entrails, filling up the cavity with

gunpowder and exploding it-these were among the simplest of the diabolical

measures adopted by the Sultan's officials and his soldiery in dealing with his

Christian Armenian subjects, Womentorn from their homes and outraged, and

hundreds of young girls forcibly carried off, fiendishly. used and wantonly slain,
and other horrors unnamable, were some of the methods employed in upholding
the glory of Islam.

.

THE SUFFERING AND DESTITUTION.

'These persecutions and wholesale massacres, together with the general
destruction of property, reduced the Armenian survivors to a condition of utter

destitution,-From the ruined villages, the now homeless women and children

wamvcts on ime ruco-rerstan
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flocked to the cities and towns, while the remnant of the male Armenians were

fain to hide in the mountains. 'There was a condition of universal suffering
which the Turkish Government seemedresolved should have the effect of finishing
the work of extermination so well begun-death from starvation and exposure

would soon claim the survivors.

.
Thousands had fled to the forests and the

mountains; the survivors of Sassoon were living in caves, and subsisting upon

berries and roots until they became livid like corpses,
"

Hunger-bread,"" a

horrible compost of chopped straw and roots, pounded together and baked, helped
to keep the life in their emaciated bodies. The babes and the weak women could

not survive such a diet, and they were quickly perishing when the Christian

missionaries came, like angels of blessing, with help, in the shape of food and

clothing. Many had already died of hunger and cold, and all were more

or less naked. Meanwhile Van was inundated by refugees, and also the

cities along the Persian border;

while the interior cities were all

filled with_crowds of destitute who

had flockedthither fromthe ruined

villages.

.
All Armenia was reduced

toa race of naked beggars.

.
Thou-

sands of famil lately prosperous,

were now destitute, their bread-

as

winners slain, their homes in ashes,

and even their little stores of food

destroyed, so that they might starve
,

the quicker ! Vet hadthey, evenat x'

this juncture, been disposedto yield,
as some did, to the Turkish offer to

abjure Christ and turn Mohammedan, persecution would have ceased -and they

might again have been prosperous, with their property restored. But the

Armenians, althougha simple people, have the strong, sturdycharacter of which

martyrs are made, and to their honor be it recorded that in a majorityof instances

the offer was spurned..'They wouldrather die than become apostates to thefaith

of their fathers !

Verystriking is the testimony of some of our most esteemed missionaries to

the Christianfidelity of the Armenian people..Probably the best knownand most

experienced of all the Americans who have served in the missionaryfield in Asia

Minor is Rev. Cyrus Hamlin, D. D., the venerable founder of Roberts College,

Constantinople.-Dr. Hamlin, who is nowin the United States, has a life-long
acquaintance with the Armenian question in its various phases and is a strong

champion of the right of this oldest Christian nation on earth to be permitted to

28

muxorr motanrroat mitis.
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liveand worship in the faith of their fathers.

|
Conversing recently on the subject

of Armenia's sufferings Dr. Hamlin said to the writer:

|
'*

'The conditionof affairs

in that country has not been exaggerated in the printed reports. I have lately
finished reading some two hundred letters from missionaries, a very large part of

them dealing with the oppressions and sufferings of the Armenians, which were

of a most frightful character.

|
'The whole civilized Christian world should help

these people-they should be saved from death.

.
'They can look in no other direc-

tion for help, for there is no sympathy and assistance to be had from Turkey.

Indeed, the policy of the Sultan's governmentis apparently dictated by a desire to

efface the Armenian people altogether-atleast those of them who will not accept

Annawan woury ataxic mutan.

Mohammed.-When you talk sympathizingly about these people, a Turk will say

in surprise:
'

Why do youspeak in behalf of such worthless trash and try to

save them?-They can save themselves-all they need to do is to accept Islam and

then they are safe and out of trouble.' A Turk regards it as strange that an

Armenian should refuse to purchase his life at the cost of his faith; but there are

some among them who take a different view.-Someof the Turkish soldiers, who

shared in the terrible atrocities lately perpetrated on the Armenian Christians,
have been stricken by remorse afterward..One soldier, who had borne his part in

several horrible butcheries of women and children, was so troubled that he could

not sleep.-He had visions of his victims thatultimately drove him insane,



THE STORY OF ARMENTA.
Pend

435

"
Mrs. Knapp, a missionaryat Bitlis, related a remarkable incident. A sol-

dier, who had aided in the ruthless massacres of the helpless ones, was terribly

tormented by conscience. 'To his wife he said: 'There was one thing about

those women and their children that I do not understand and I want you to ask

the wives of the
"

ghiaour'' (Christians) about it. It was very strange. The

women were offered their lives if they would onlysay:

|
"'There is but one God

and Mohammed is His prophet," but they would not.

.
'Theyall died in terrible

tortures, calling on
"

Hissos Nazareetsees."

.
'That is whatI do not understand,

Now, I wonder who this Hissos Nazareetsees is, whose very name made these

women so brave that, with their little children, they could die. 'That is what

troubles me greatly.
"'The good missionaryexplained to the Moslem wife, who, in turn, told her

husband, that the name was that of the worshipful Jesus of Nazareth,Saviour ofthe

world, whom the Christians serve.""

THE RELIEF MOVEMENT.

Appeals representing the condition of the Armenian people as deplorable

beyond description, touched sympathetic hearts in Europe and America and a gon-

eral movement for their relief was begun. This, however, did not suit the

_
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purposes of the Turkish Government, which declared its entire ability to take care

ofits own, and even denied the palpable fact of universal Armenian destitution, as

it had previously denied the perpetration of the massacres.

|
In England a fund

was raised, under the auspices of the Duke of Westminster, and distributed

through Consular officials and American missionaries, the Armenians resident

in Europe and America contributing toward it. Dr. Louis Klopsch, of New

York, dispatched a commissioner to Van to ascertain the exact facts con-

cerning the need of the people and to organize a Relief Committee of American

missionaries.

.
Its Commissioner, William Willard Howard, was not permitted to

cross the Turko-Persianfrontier, being excluded by Turkey,

.
He made a number

of attempts, at the risk ofhis life, to push his waythrough.

-
Passing near Ararat,

in a Tumbering stage, he was attacked by Kurds.. Again, on a second attempt, the

horse he rode was shot and he himself narrowlyescaped.

.
Instill anothereffort to

cross the frontier he had a regular pitched
battle with Kurds, a number of whom, dis-

guised as shepherds, were lying in wait for

travelers whom they might rob and slay un-

hindered, the whole country being at war.

Many, besides Armenians, have met. their

fate at the hands of those Kurdish murderers.

Mr. Howard took the caravanroute through
Russia and Persia, siz Batoum, Tiflis, Erivan

and Khoi, and so across to Van, keeping close

to the Turko-Persian border for a considera-

ble part of the journey..At the frontier he

was driven back by the Turkish officials and,

menaced by their Kurdish allies, he re-

luctantly gave up the effort to enter Van.

Mr. Howard's failure, however, did not deter

the Christian Herald from carrying out its humane project, for, with the co-

operation of the missionaries of the American Board in Van, it organized a

most successful relief work, partly industrial and partly charitable, under the

active personal supervision of Dr. Grace N. Kimball, a medical missionary.

Through these means several thousands of the needy were fed and supported in

Van daily,|Other relief stations were opened by the same journal at Erzeroum,

Erzingjan, Harpoot, Diarbekr, Mardin, Gemarek, Aintab, Sivas, Arabkir and

several other points which had been the scenes of massacre and where the

suffering was most acute. On these relief stations a fund of nearly $30,000
was expended. An effort was made by the American Red Cross to obtain

permission to visit Armenia and distribute relief, but its application met a decided

aw aranintan mrocar in vas.
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refusal from the Sultan's government, although, at the time, the necessities of

the Armenian people were greater than ever and hundreds were perishing of cold.

and starvation.

In the noble relief work that was being conducted amid so many perils, one

figure stands out boldly, that of a woman, delicately reared and highlycultured,
yet brave to face even death in the Lord's work, to which she had dedicated herself.

Dr. Grace N. Kimball will long be remembered as the heroine of Van, whose

courage and nobility of soul were the means of saving probably thousands of

precious lives,

-
As the first wave of persecution and slaughter receded, and the

fugitives were flocking to Van, sick, indigent and nearly naked, Miss Kimball

gathered what funds she could and quietly
and without any preliminaryflare of trumpets,

began a systematic work of relief, which had

already achieved excellent results before the

startling series of massacres began in the fall

of 1895. 'There were many. times when Dr.

Kimball and her associates were imperiled in

consequence of their relief work, as the Turks

resented all sympathywith the Armenians or

the extension of any aid that would prolong
their lives. But all stood bravely at their posts,

So with the American missionaries at Harpoot
and Marash (where the mission buildings were

burned down after being looted) and at every

other point throughout Armenia.|Although
warned by United States Minister Terrell at

Constantinople to leave and, with their wives

and children, go to the coastfor safety, the brave

missionaries clung to their posts, preferring. to

stay by and help the victims of persecution and if need be even to die with them,
rather than leave them to the cruel mercies of the Turks. And they were sorely

needed, for every day increased the suffering..Before October, 1895, a large

number of Armenians had actuallydied of hunger, 'Those who saved themselves

by flight reached safetyin rags, manywith only a single garment to protect them

against inclement weather.. United States Consul Graves, writing from Talvoreeg,
thus described the condition of these people:

'

Bread they have not tasted for

months, and curdled milk theyonly dream of, living, as they do, upon greens and

the leaves of trees..'There are two varieties of greens which are preferred, but

these are disappearing, as they wither at this season..Living on such food, they
become sickly; their skin has turned yellow, their strength is gone, their bodies

pr. crack ®.

"'The Heroine of van."
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are swollen, and fever is rife among them."

-
A touching picture of the gratitude

of the sufferers on receiving relief from the missionaries, is contained in a recent

letter from Van:
"

Men and women," the writer says, ""come to us, their eyes

streaming with tears of gratitude, and clasp the missionaries' knees, and even

prostrate themselves, kissing the hands and feet in their gratitude. Many mis-

sionaries even have no shelter and are compelled to sleep on the naked earth, while

attending to the relief work."

.
In all the larger cities of Armenia-Van, Aintab,

peszrroms aranxians auss knmant's station at van

rzeroum and the streets are filled with pitiful-looking crowds

es, haggard and emaciated.|'Theycomefrom the countrydistricts, which

the massacres have, in many places, swept as bare as a desert. In a fewof the cities,

little bands of American missionaries, aided by the Consular officials, stand

between thousands and death. Hundreds of Christian churches have been

desecrated by Kurds and Turks, their fonts and altars befouled with offal, their

sacred vessels stolen and the buildings either burned or transformed into stables
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or mosques,

.
The Turkish jails are full of prisoners, all Armenians, arrested on

the most frivolous pretexts, or on noneat all, the generalcharge being rebellion.

Such is the horribly unsanitary condition of those jails (as at Trebizond and

Erzeroum), that few will come out alive. Many have already died from the

effects of their imprisonment.

THE ARMENIAN REVOLUTIONISTS.

It has been invariably asserted by the Sultan's Government that the Armenian

troubles were the outcome of a deep and widespread revolutionary movement,

and that the Turks themselves, rather than the Armenians, were entitled to com-

miseration.

.
These evolutionists, who were controlled by a patriotic Armenian

society known as the Huntchaugists, were directed by a governing power outside

of Turkey,

|
Their emissaries were everywhere, and they were constantly foment-

ing disturbance between Turk and Armenian.

|
'They had imported arms and

money into Turkey and it was at their instigation that the rebellion broke out in

such formidable force at Sassoon, which the Turkish army found much difficulty
in quelling.

.
It was due to the influence of the Huntchaugists too, and under the

inspiration of their example that the Armenians in other places had arisen against
the kind and beneficent government of Abdul Hamid.|Indeed, so formidable

was this insurrectionary movement that the Porte had been compelled to

use force in disarming the rebellious populace of the large cities, and the latter

in several instances had so stubbornly resisted that blood had flowed, and

many innocent and inoffensive Moslems had perished at the hands ofthe desperate
Armenian rebels.|Incidentally, some of the latter were doubtless also slain; but

this fate only happened to them when in open rebellion. When the good-
hearted Queen Victoria wrote a letter to the Sultan expressing regret over the

disorders in Asia Minor, Abdul Hamid explained that the troubles in Anatolia

(the name Armenia having no geographical existence in Turkey), had been pre-

<ipitated by the Armenians themselves, that the printed reports in the British

press were wilful exaggerations and that far from the Armenians being the greatest

sufferers, a majority of the victims were Turks! He professed regret that Her

Majesty should believe any further disorders possible, in view of the reforms he:

had decided to inaugurate in the disturbed districts.

This '"ostrich"" policy of denying what is obvious to the whole world, is

«characteristic of the Sublime Porte. With the facility forintrigue, distortion and

falsification, which peculiarly belongs to the Oriental, Abdul Hamid and his

ministers, have endeavored by constant prevarication, to hoodwink Europe as to

the real status of the Armenian case,|But the 'Turk's pose as a martyr and a

saint is an ineffective one, and the mask is easily penetrated.
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One of the most mendacious statements circulated bythe Ottoman Govern-

ment was the charge thatthe massacres were deliberately invited and provoked by
the Huntchaugists, that they planned the disturbances, knowing that the result

would be death to thousands of their fellow-countrymen and women, yet satisfied

even at such a fearful cost to excite the sympathy and provoke the interference

of Russia or some other great power, This charge has been emphatically denied,
and is so wholly brutal and out of harmony with the Armenian character, as to

be utterly unworthyof belief.

It is undoubtedly true that, when pressed to the last ditch, the Armenians

at different places made a desperate stand fortheir lives.

.
'These were gleams of

heroism amid the massacres that lighted up the darkness as the sunshine glints
through the storm-clouds. At Zeitoun, a fortified town of Armenia, the Christian

townspeople took arms and made a brave resistance. 'They mustered in force,

captured the citadel and turned its guns on the dismayed Turks, having first pro-
vided for the safety of their wives and children. Bravely they held outfor weeks,
and a strong force under Mustafa Pasha failed to dislodge them or recapture the

town,

.
Resistance was also encountered by the Turks and Kurds at the hands of

the Christians of Diarbekr, and many fell under the Armenian attacks, although
the latter were finally overpowered and massacred. Some of the villages too

opposed a brave resistance..But in the end, the story was the old familiar one

of overwhelming forces and cruel butchery.

ATTITUDE OF THE EUROPEAN POWERS.

While the great crime against the Armenian people was being enacted, and

even while the red tide of massacre was at the flood, Europe looked on with

apparent indifference..'The leading powers of Christian Europe-Germany,
Russia, England, France and Italy-had their magnificent fleets riding at anchor

within reach of Constantinople, and a single resolute remonstrance would have been

heeded by the 'Purks, and might have saved manylives. But the word remained
unspoken, the cannon lay silent, while a Christian nation was being exterminated.

'The six great powers were dead-locked in hopeless impotence..Russia, it was

believed, would. have consented to occupy Armenia and to compel a cessation of

the massacres, but England would not yield assent. Germany, too, had its

jealousies, and Italy, France and Austria were each so intent on watching the

movement of the other powers that none of the three cared to bestir themselves.

'The United States was represented in the Levant by several war vessels, for the

purpose of affording a certain assurance of protection to American interests and

the American missionaries; but our naval demonstration was insufficient to save

from destruction the American Board Mission buildings at Harpoot and Marash,

which were burned by Turkish mobs during the riots and massacres in those cities.
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But if governments were inactive, Christendom was active, and leading men,

in both Europe and America, were loud in their denunciation of the Sultan and his

bloodthirsty policy.

-
Lord Salisbury, the English Premier, speaking on a public

occasion, at a time when the patience of Europe had apparently been well-nigh
exhausted, said: "Above all treaties, all combinations ofthe powers, in the nature

of things, is Providence. God, if you please to put it so, has determined that

persistent and constant misgovernment must lead the government which followsit

to its doom.

.
'The Sultan is not exempt any more than any other potentate from

the law that injustice will bring the highest one on earth to ruin."

.
According to

latest advices, the English Government was still depending on Providence to save

the Armenians.

|
It had seemingly forgotten its own sacred pledge to secure to

that afflicted people the right to free worship and the several reforms conceded

under the Berlin Treaty.

|
Tenfold stronger was the emphasis employed by Mr.

Gladstone in a public utterance on the massacres.

.
'That eminent statesman,

replying to a delegate of Armenians, said:
;

'"

We may ransack the annals of the world; but I know not what research

can furnish us with so portentous an example of the fiendish misuse of the powers

established by God for the punishment of evil-doers, and for the encouragement

of them that do well.

.
No government ever has so sinned; none has so proved

itself incorrigible in sin, or, which is the same, so impotent for reformation. I

have lived to see the empire of Turkeyin Europe reduced to less than one-half of

whatit was when I was born, and why?- Simply because of its misdeeds-a great
record written by the hand of Almighty God, in whom the Turk, as a Moham-

medan, believes, and believes firmly-wfitten by the hand of Almighty God

against injustice, against lust, against the most abominable cruelty. Such a

government as that which can countenance and cover the perpetration of such

outrages is a disgrace to Mahomet, the Prophet whom it professes to follow, it is a

disgrace to civilization at large, and it is a curse to mankind."

HOPE DAWNS FOR ARMENIA.

On January 23, 1596, a new and totally unexpected development of the

Armenian question occurred, which took Europe by surprise. Throughout the

Armenian troubles, and especially when the censure of Europe was strongest

against the Porte, Russia maintained an attitude of friendly tolerance. toward

the government of Abdul Hamid..When the other powers proposed that their

respective governments should have the privilege of an extra guardship in the

Dardanelles, Russia, throughits ambassador at Constantinople, waived any claim

to such concession bythe Sultan..It was due to the influence of Russia also that

an attempt by England to make a naval demonstration before Constantinople
was abandoned.-Germany and France, while ostensibly on friendly terms with
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the Czar's government, really stood in constant apprehension of some bold,
defiant stroke by Russia, that might incidentally either strengthen or shatter

their friendly relations, while adjusting matters with Turkey to its own satis-

faction,

-
England, suspiciously standing aloof from all alliances, yet pretending

in turn to friendship for Russia, France, Italy and Germany, occupied a unique
position.

_
As the special patron of Turkey, she was to a large extent responsible

for the series of frightful massacres which had disgraced Europe, and made of

Asia Minor a region of death and desolation.

.
Yet England, up to the very last,

took nostep to stop the butchery, but satisfied her conscience with mild official

and unofficial remonstrances, and ineffective political manceuvring, At the

height of the troubles, it was intimated to England that Russia stood ready to

occupy Armenia with an armed force, and to undertake the pacification of that

country, but would do so only with the consent of all the powers.

.
'To this pro-

position England turned a deaf ear,

.
Never would she consent to such a scheme;

her jealousy of Russia's growing influence in the East forbade it altogether.
'The Armenians, if saved at all, must be saved by some other power. Rather

than see their country come under Muscovite domination, even temporarily, Lord

Salisbury's humane policy would prefer the continuance of the massacres as

the lesser evil.

Suddenly came the news-late in January, as already stated-that a treaty
or compact had been concluded between Russia and Turkey, for offensive and

defensive purposes, under which Russia agreed to defend the Dardanelles, in the

event of war against either country, and also to restore order in Armenia,|'The

treaty, while it guaranteed the integrity of the Ottoman Empire, also made the

Czar the master of the Dardanelles. France, by a secret understanding. with

Russia, consented to the treaty and agreed to support the Czar's government

throughout. Germany and Austria were also supposed to be consenting and

interested powers, Italy and England being ignored. Thus, by a single coup,

M. Nelidoff, the Russian ambassador to Constantinople, won for his royal master

a double diplomatic triumph: securing the pacification of Armenia and the

cessation of the massacres without involving Europe in a general war over the

dismemberment of Turkey, and grasping for the Czar the splendid prize for

which Russia has long hungered: the sovereignty of the Dardanelles.

With the new order of things, and with Sultan Abdul Hamid as a treaty

vassal of the Czar, there comes a gleam of hope to Armenia, the hope of peace

and brighter days to come.-Manyyears must elapse, however, ere the
"

blood-

bath of Sassoon," the death-pit of Galogozan and the other dark memories of

the terrible period of 1894-96 be forgotten, even by those who were children

when these events occurred..But thefathers and mothers of Armenia, who have

shared in those sufferings, will carry the recollection with them to the grave.
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ACTION OF OUR GOVERNMENT.

American sympathy for Armenia's sufferings took a more direct and practical
form than that of any of the European countries. Clara Barton courageously

proceeded to Constantinople, confident that the Sultan could be persuaded to relax

his opposition to the Red Cross entering Armenia onits work of relief. Not only
did the American people send generous contributions of moneyto feedthe starving
refugees, but the press of the

mation, not standing: in awe

of any alliances, was unani-

mously outspokeninits strong

condemnationof the barbarous

policy of the Porte. A con-

resolution was intro-

duced in Congress, looking
to the amplest protection for

American citizens in Turk

and directing thatour govern-

mentask the European powers

to act promptly for the pre-

vention of further bloodshed,

and a repetition of the mas-

sacres,.Fromall parts of the

Union, the President and Con-

gress received, almost dail

multitude of letters, petitions
and memorials, urging that the

time had arrived when the

United States, as a Christian

nation, should place onrecord

its abhorrence and condemna-

tion of the bloodthirsty and

fanatical Ottoman policy: in

Asia Minor,|Returning mis-

sionaries, many of them

coming from places that had been the scenes of massacre, confirmedthe stories

of outrage and slaughter and deepened the impression already made by the

recital of Armenia's woes. Fromthe pulpits of all Christian denominations came

thunders of eloquent denunciation against the Turks.-England, whose fleet had

beenstationed off Constantinople during the atrocities, received her share of cen-

sure.-One of the most striking of these clerical fulminations was a namerously

a

chama maktoy, AxtkicAN wep cross,

Who is risking her life to relieve destitute Armenia.
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signed and earnestly worded memorial by the Bishops of the Protestant Epis-
copal Church of the United States, which was presented to President Cleveland.

In this document-doubtless one of the most remarkable in the historyof the

Christian Church in America-the reverend memorialists declare thatthe situ-

ation in Armenia calls for
''

the indignant protest of all civilized and Christian

people."

-
It then proceeds

The entire severance of Churchand State in our country should not be allowedtostifle

our sympathies or hamper our action in a case like this. Tt should rather stimulate them,

.
It

is a case which especially appeals to us as men and Americans,

.
As citizens of this Republic,

we have learnedto know and dared to maintain that no form of religious belief should expose
its adherents to persecution.

It is as representatives and maintainers of this essential American principle that we appeal

mik marist rier ar ancion ore

saronica.

for national action in this matter of a foreign persecution whose details are too horrible to depict
or enumerate.

We sincerely trust that some measure or measures consistent withthe national traditions

and the national di may be devised, and that speedily, whichshall bring the whole force

of the national sentiment to bear upon the solution of this subject; to cause the instant sup-

pression of the massacres, to succor the unhappy and impoverished survivors of them, andto

secure for the future ample guarantee for the safety of a Christian people in the exercise and

maintenance of their faith.

We feel profoundly that our nation should cease to recognize the Turkish Government as a

civilizedpower so long as its barbarous treatmentof the Armenians continues, and that it should

bring every influence to bear upon the civilized nations of Europe which maycause them to

present a united front in demanding that such atrocities cease at once andforever.



THE STORY OR ARMENTA. ass

Turkey having sown the wind, must reap the whirlwind, and the aftermath

in the shape of claimsfor heavy damages thatwill pour in uponthe Sultan's Gov-

Annizican anssiow ar PARTIALLY rstrovin.

ernment from many quarters, maygive Abdul Hamid cause to repent some of the

acts of his favorite Hamidich troopers..Prominent among the claims to be made

i
(er

mik amexicaw contsior at marasi, my kukDs Ap Turks.

in American interests are those of the American Board of Commissioners for

Foreign Missions for the partial destruction of the eight buildings of the mission
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at Harpoot and the wrecking and looting of the handsome college at Marash,

'These, with similar claims for damages to the property of our citizens at many

other places in Asia Minor, will be vigorously pressed. But they are probably
small compared with the aggregated claims of other governments, whose citizens

have suffered in person or property.

* # L

Such is the story of Eden-of that once beautiful land where, in the morning
of the world, "God planted a garden," and

'

walked in the cool of the day,"
but which man's wickedness has transformed into a scene of slaughter and deso-

lation. It may well be asked whether the Almighty has not forgotten Eden.

"Travelers who have passed through it recently, declare that, judging solely from:

its physical aspect, it would be regarded as the very last place on earth to be so

favored.

.
Treeless and barren, sterile and rocky, mountain and plain are alike

uninviting; yet those bleak hills and the bare, dry valleys may have beenrich in

foliage and juicy grasses, while every description of flower, and shrub, and tree,

luxuriant with color and laden with fragrance, may have clothed the scene with a

beauty unequaled. For many centuries the human race has sought to rediscover

the site of the Garden of Happiness. Scientists, explorers, historians, antiquarians.
and students of the ancient legend, which appears in many tongues and belongs
to many lands, have searched the wide world for it. And to this high Armenian

table-land the investigations of almost all have brought them at last,-Tt meets all

the requirements of Scripture and tradition.|Here flowed the four rivers-the

Pison, the Phrath, the Hiddekel and. the Gihon, some of the ablest scholars now

identifying them with the Tigris, the Euphrates, the Arras and the Djorokh rivers

of to-day..' Reduced to a matter of modern geography," writes William Willard.

Howard, who has traveled over the entire region, "it may be said in a general

way that thesite of Eden is now covered by the Turkish provinces of Van, Bitlis:

and Erzeroum, and that the centre of the Garden would be midway between the

cities of Van and Erzeroum.|Included in this district are the cities of Van, Bitlis,

Moush, Erzinghian and Erzeroum.|The scene of the Sassoon massacre is also

within thelimits of thedistrict.|'The caravan route from Persia to the Black Sea

passes through the Garden of Eden from end to end, entering it at Baiazid and

leaving it at Baiburt on the road to Trebizond."|Kurds, Turks, Lazes, Circassians

and Armenians dwell there, the Armenians alone being Christians, the rest their

enemies and persecutors..In agriculture the land has stood still for 4000 years;

in civilization it has retrograded from the patriarchal standard of early Bible times

into a condition of barbarism such as no other part of the world can equal.






